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Hadrat Mauldn&'/lbdull I amid Ishaq Sahib 
(ddmat harakdtuhum) 

(JUJ ‘W’b 

3 aJ ^ 


Allah Jalla Jalaluhu has blessed the Ummah of Nabi-e- 
Karim * with the absolute correct Aqa'id (beliefs), 
A'mal, Akhlaq, Mu'amalat and Mu'asharat and Allah 
Jalla Jalaluhu completed His Din and perfected it for 
this honourable Ummah. 


LUJ ^ill'll - — . : JUjtj l£=ujj C-lliCI 


Today / have perfected for you, your religion, and completed upon you My favour, and 
l have chosen for you Islam as your religion. 


So the Din that Allah Jalla Jalaluhu gave from Adam *9 
through all the Ambiya *a came to completion and 
perfection with our beloved and honourable Nabi M- 
Then Allah Jalla Jalaluhu favoured this Ummah with 
another great blessing when Allah Jalla Jalaluhu 
promised. 

jylisli Ulj U) 

It is We who revealed this admonition, and We are its protectors. 

That Allah Jalla Jalaluhu will propagate and protect this Din forever 

This perfect, complete Din has been transmitted to us 
and protected by the great Fuqaha Mujahidin, 
Muhaddithin, Mufassirin, Mutakallimin, Sufia, etc. in its 
perfect and complete form under the banner of the 
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'at. 

In our circles, Ulama-e-Deoband is synonymous with 
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'at. This is the Sawide-e- 
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A'zam (the main stream of the Ummah) which is 
flowing from Nabi-e-Karim * till today and forever till 
Qiyamah Insha-Allah. 

No matter how much shukar we make to Allah Jalla 
Jalaluhu, Rasulullah % all the Sahabah 4, Tabiln, Tabe 
Tabi'in, all the Ulama, Mujahidin and Sufia for blessing 
us with this perfect and complete Din (lifestyle) i.e. the 
Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'at and inter alia Ulama-e- 
Deoband which guarantees true enjoyments of dunia 
in this world and eternal pleasures of Jannah, it is less. 

Many fitnas (trials and tribulations) in the history of 
Islam have come and gone, but the main stream flow 
of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'at has persevered and 
pulled through all storms and opposition from within 
and without. 

Today we have our great Ulama-e-Deoband 
representing the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'at - the true 
Din of Islam. 

Darul Ulum Deoband has not only produced Ulama but 
together with great, very great Ulama, Darul Ulum 
Deoband has produced Darul Ulums in the length and 
breadth of the world, from North America to Australia, 
from Indonesia, Malaysia to Southern Africa, from 
England and Europe to South America. Darul Ulum 
Deoband has produced Darul Ulums throughout the 
entire world. 

Shaikh 'Abdullah bin Subayyiel (damat barakatuhum) of the 
Haram of Makkah Sharif says that the Ulama of 
Deoband are serving at least 50% of the Ummah in 
Din. 
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Darul Ilium Deoband has produced luminaries of the 
calibre of Hadrat Maulana Ashraf Alt Sahib Thanwi Jfe. 
who has revived Tasawwuf according to the Sunnah of 
Rasulullah H, who is a Mujaddid and wrote over 1000 
Kitabs on every aspect of Islamic sciences, who has 
been acclaimed as the greatest reformist in the world 
in our times. 

Darul Ulum Deoband has produced luminaries like 
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib who 
started the work of Tabligh and Da'wat in its present 
form, by which a great and tremendous change has 
come in the whole Ummah. 

The stalwarts of Darul Ulum Deoband are luminaries 
like Hadrat Maulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri Sahib Jfe, 
the walking library whose memory cannot be matched 
and who dismantled the cloak of Qadianism and 
preserved the Dm. 

The stalwarts of Darul Ulum Deoband are luminaries 
like Hadrat Maulana Husain Ahmed Madam Sahib Jk, 
who was amongst the first to recognise the fitna of 
Maududiasm and unmasked it when others were 
supporting it. 

A special quality which the Ulama-e-Deoband have 
been blessed with is to recognise a fitnah, to smell the 
rat of a fitnah in its initial stages, unmask it and 
oppose it tooth and nail while others support it. 

The stalwarts of Darul Ulum Deoband are luminaries 
like Hujjatul Islam Maulana Qasim Nanautwi Sahib 
who fought the English and drove them out from the 
subcontinent after which their empire crumbled in the 
whole world. 
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Darul Ilium is an inspiration from Allah Jalla Jalaluhu to 
protect the Muslims from evil forces of the British 
Empire who came with the intention of converting all 
the people of the subcontinent to Christianity. Darul 
Ulum is the manifestation of the Du'a of Hadrat Haji 
Imdadullah Sahib Muhajir Makki 

The architect of Darul Ulum Deoband is Rasulullah s# 
whom the first principal of Darul Ulum saw in a dream 
drawing the lines where Darul Ulum should be built 
and actually found those lines on the ground where the 
classes of Darul Ulum are and is famously known as 
Nodra. The same Principal saw Rasulullah ! in a dream 
giving milk to students to drink from the well of Molsri, 
which was interpreted as the giving of knowledge, 
which each one took according to his own capacity. 

Darul Ulum is the name of Tauhid, following the 
Sunnats and simplicity. 

Just the mere names of the Ulama of Deoband fill a 
persons heart with the nur of Iman, what then to say 
of their A'mal, Akhlaq, Mu'amalat and Mu'asharat. 
Names like Hadrat Maulana Masihullah Sahib Jk,, 
Hadrat Mufti Mahmud Hasan Sahib Gangohi Qart 
Muhammad Tayyib Sahib M,, Hadrat Maulana 
Fakhruddtn Sahib Jk-, Hadrat Maulana Umar Sahib 
Palanpun Jk, Hadrat Shaikhul Hadith, Maulana 
Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib and many, many 
others. 

What is important today is to stick firmly to the Ulama 
of Deoband and guard ourselves and ward off all the 
present day fitnas like Salafiaism, Shiaism, Bid'at, 
Qadianiaism etc. 

May Allah S guide us to the Siratul Mustaqim (the 
straight path) and be pleased with us. Amin. ,j Sl 
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INTRODUCTION 

"Amongst the believers, there are those who are true to the 
pledge which they have taken with Allah §§.. Of them is he who 
has fulfilled his pledge and he who is waiting. They have not 
changed their resolve in the least." [Ahzab verse 23] 

Rasulullah M said, "A group from my ummah will remain 
steadfast on Allah §J-'s commands. Those who do not assist 
them and those who oppose them will not harm them. They 
will continue in this manner until Allah ft's decision ( Qiyamah 
or their death) occurs." [Bukhari] 

Rasulullah M said, "Verily din began as something strange. 
Soon it will return to the condition as it began. Glad tidings to 
the strangers! They are the ones who will correct that which 
the people have corrupted from my Sunnah after me." 
[TirmidhJ] 

Rasulullah M said, "Trustworthy people will bear this 
knowledge from every succeeding generation. They will 
eradicate from it the alteration of those who exceed the 
bounds, the lies of the falsifiers, and the false interpretations 
of the ignorant." [Bayhaqi] 

The ulema' of Deoband aptly fit these descriptions. The 
following booklet seeks to outline the history of Darul Ulum, 
the services it has rendered in different spheres, its 
acceptance, the qualities of the savants of this madrasah, and 
a brief summary of its aims and objectives. Much of the 
subject matter has been drawn and edited from the Al 
Muballigh (Rajab 1429), a newsletter published by the 
students of the madrasah. Besides this, a reference has been 
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provided for whatever else has been mentioned. We make 
du a'that Allah 8 accepts this meek effort, and grants us the 
ability to appreciate the sacrifices of our elders, to spur us on 
to study their lives, to make their object into ours, and to 
imbibe their qualities and characteristics! Amin. 

HISTORY 

In 1601, an East India company trade delegation under the 
leadership of Vasco da Gama anchored at Bombay Harbour. 
They requested the government of that time for assistance. 
They promised to improve trade links with India by exporting 
Indian goods back to the British market and to then reinvest 
the profits back to India. The Mogul king of that time, Ahmad 
Shah Abdali was very short-sighted and failed to understand 
the policies of the English. He provided this trade delegation 
with a number of concessions. By 1701, a hundred years later, 
a number of territories were already under British rule. 

The British came to India in 1601 and Shah WalTyullah 4^ was 
born in 1702. By 1740, Shah WalTyullah 48, realized that the 
British had already seized control of four main territories. 
When Shah WalTyullah witnessed the British seizing authority 
from all four sides, he, for the very first time, translated the 
Qur'an into Persian. He realized that if Islamic knowledge was 
not propagated, the British government will continue 
consolidating its rule over India. In 1762, after the demise of 
Shah WalTyullah, Shah ‘Abdul AzTz succeeded his father and 
for the first time in history planted the seeds of antagonism 
against the British. He was the first person to pass a fatwa on 
the validity of jihad against the British and their supporters in 
India. Due to th e fatwa, Fatah ‘AIT Sultan Tippu accompanied 
by his army eventually fought four battles in Mysore. Sultan 
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Tippu himself engaged in physical combat against the enemy. 
He was martyred in 1792 while fighting alone right up to the 
very end. This mujahid was martyred at the fort of Mysore 
whilst his chief general, Mir Sadiq betrayed him for 22 000 
acres of land by the British. 

During the rule of Raja Ranjit Singh over Punjab, he initiated a 
spell of tyranny and oppression against the Muslims. He 
transformed the courtyard of the Shahi Masjid into a stable. 
His aggression did not even spare the honour of women. 
Eventually, news of this tyranny reached Ray Bareli. In Ray 
Bareli there lived a pious servant by the name of Sayyid 
Ahmad Shahid. When Sayyid Shahid heard of this, he made 
an appeal to the Muslims to submit their names for jihad. He 
informed all his disciples that jihad against Rajah Ranjit Singh 
has become obligatory upon them. Finally in 1826, together 
with 750 mujahidin and 10 000 disciples, he set out from Ray 
Bareli. This force treaded its way through the mountain 
passes of Khaybar and Julan and finally landed in Peshawar in 
their very first attack. They continued advancing and on the 
1st of May 1831, they landed on the mountains of Balakot and 
set up camp that night on the mountain. One of the local 
villages betrayed the mujahidin to the Rajah's forces who 
launched an attack at night from the rear of the mountain. On 
the 5th of May, whilst Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was in sajdah in 
tahajjud salah, he was beheaded by the enemy. On the same 
day, his vicegerent, Shah Ismail Shahid (the grandson of Shah 
Wallyullah) took command and went on fighting for the next 
four days. When a Sikh verbally abused Nab! % Shah Ismail 
retorted, "By Allah, I will not die till I have beheaded you". 
When Shah Ismail was attacked by the enemy, his head got 
severed and fell to the ground. In spite of him being 
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decapitated, he miraculously still held onto his sword and ran 
after that enemy who spoke ill of Rasulullah M- From a 
distance of about a furlong (approx. 200m,) he hurled his 
sword on the enemy. The sword found its way through the 
enemy's body and he fell to the ground. Thereafter, Shah 
Ismail Shahid also fell to the ground. 450 mujahidin were also 
martyred. Only about a 100 mujahidin returned. After 1831, 
when the 'uiema' realized that the British government was 
getting more and more fortified in the country, they called up 
a number of meetings first. Many warriors gathered from all 
parts of the country and many decisive battles were fought 
against the British. This continued for some time. 

In 1856, a meeting of all the senior 'uiema' of India was called 
up in Delhi. This meeting was attended, amongst others, by 
Ml. Ja'far ThaneserT, Ml. Wilayat ‘AIT, HajT Imdadullah, Ml. 
Qasim NanotwT, Ml. Rashid Ahmad Gangohl and Hafidh 
Dhamin Shahid. In this meeting, Ml. Qasim NanotwT is re¬ 
ported to have said, "Aren't you aware that the British are 
sitting right on our heads? They have laid a snare of their rule 
throughout the country. Be prepared for some rather decisive 
battles against them. We will either be cut up into pieces or 
fight against them right up to the end. We will not allow the 
British to live in this country". 

As a result of this meeting, the battle of Independence in 1857 
was fought on two fronts, one in Ambala under the leadership 
of Ml. Ja'far ThaneserT and the other in Shamli under HajT 
Imdadullah MakkT. However due to their limited resources and 
betrayal of a few people, the 'uiema' failed to win this battle. 
The spirit of freedom however still remained alive. 
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At the termination of this battle of 1857, the British viceroy to 
India requested his own ministers and counsellors of India to 
submit a report on how they can firmly secure the British 
government's hold over India in the post-war period. One of 
the leading politicians of India, Doctor William Yur submitted 
a report to the viceroy. He wrote: "Of the entire population of 
India, the Muslims are the most spirited and vigilant. The 
battle of independence was fought mainly by the Muslims. As 
long as the Muslims cherish the spirit of jihad, we will not be 
able to impose our rule upon them. Hence, first and foremost, 
the snuffing out of this spirit is imperative. The only way this 
can be achieved is by weeding out the 'ulema' and by 
eradicating the Qur'an." 

Acting on this advice, in 1861 the government launched a 
campaign against the Qur'an. 300 000 copies of the Noble 
Qur'an were set alight by the government. Thereafter, they 
made a resolution to eradicate the ‘ulema'. An English 
historian, Mr. Thompson writes in his memoirs: "From 1864 to 
1867, the British government firmly resolved to eradicate all 
the 'ulema' of India. These three years are one of the most 
heart-wrenching periods of Indian history. The British hanged 
14 000 'ulema' to death. From Chandi Chowk of Delhi up to 
Khaibar, not a single tree was spared the neck of the 'ulema'. 
The 'ulema' were wrapped in pig-skin and hurled alive into 
blazing furnaces. Their bodies were branded with hot copper 
rods. They used to be made to stand on the backs of 
elephants and tied to high trees. The elephants would then be 
driven away and they would be left hanging by their necks. A 
makeshift gallow was set up in the courtyard of the Shah? 
Mosque of Lahore and each day up to eighty 'ulema' were 
hanged. The 'ulema' were at times wrapped up in sacks and 
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dumped into the Rawi river of Lahore after which a hail of 
bullets would be pumped into each sack." Thompson writes 
further: "As I got into my camp at Delhi, I perceived a stench 
of putrefied flesh. As I stepped out and went behind my camp, 

I saw a blazing fire of live coals. I saw a group of forty naked 
'ulema' being led into the fire. As I was witnessing this scene, 
another group of forty 'ulema' were brought onto the field. 
Right before my eyes, their clothes were taken off their 
bodies. The English commander addressed them thus: '0 
Molviesl Just as these 'ulema' are being roasted over this fire, 
you will also be roasted. To save yourselves, just one of you 
must proclaim that you were not part of the 1857 uprising of 
freedom. I will release all of you the moment I hear just one of 
you affirming this." 

Thompson writes: "By the Lord who has created me! Not one 
of the 'ulema' said any such thing. All of them were roasted 
over the fire and another group was also brought and roasted 
over the blazing fire. Not a single 'alim surrendered to the 
demands of the British." 

By 1867 not a single Islamic institute remained. One would be 
quite astonished to realize that in 1601 when the British 
arrived in India for trade, there were a thousand Islamic 
institutes in Delhi alone. It was around this time when Ml. 
Qasim NanotwT saw Nab? St in a dream in which he was 
instructed to build a madrasah in the village of Deoband. In 
compliance to the command, Ml. NanotwT laid the foundation 
of the madrasah under a pomegranate tree on the 30th May 
1866. When Ml. Qasim NanotwT informed Haji Imdadullah 
who had by that time already migrated to Makkah 
Mukarramah that we have just started a madrasah, HajT 
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Imdadullah ,us, remarked in surprise, "What! Have 'you' 
founded the madrasah ? No, this is actually the result of 
countless nights which we had passed crying before Allah ft." 

The first ustadh appointed was Ml. Mahmudul Hasan and the 
first student also possessed the name Mahmudul Hasan, who 
served the Muslims of India and later Muslims of the world. He 
was given the title, 'Shaykhul Hind', which he thoroughly 
deserved after his innumerable sacrifices and services to 
Islam. 

It is the promise of Allah §|to protect His din no matter how 
hard the enemies try to extinguish it. A manifestation of this 
came in the form of Darul Ulum Deoband whose rays extended 
throughout the world in the defence and spread of our great 
Din. 1 


Maslak (Ideology) 

* Their din is Islam which incorporates 'aqaid (beliefs), 'ibadat 
(worship), muamalat (social dealings), akhlaq (character) as 
well mu‘asharat (social conduct). 

* Their group is that of Ahl us Surmah wal Jama ah which is 
based totally on the Qur'an, Sunnah and the understanding of 
din in the light of the sahabah 4 which has reached us through 
a direct sanad (chain). 

* Their fiqhi madh hab is Hanafi since the akabir (elders) of the 
Darul Ulum were Hanafi, but at the same time refrain from 
slurring or insulting any of the other imams or their madhahib 


1 Abridged from 'The 'Ulema' of Deoband - their majestic past 1 by Maulana Diyaur Rahman 
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since all the imams were on Hagg (truth). They have preferred 
staunch taqlld over giving their nafs a free reign and following 
their whims and fancy. 

* Their spirituality is based on Tasawwuf which conforms 
totally to the sharTah, comprising of purification of the soul, 
beautification of one's character and establishing a connec¬ 
tion with Allah ft. 

* Their beliefs (in the field of kalam (beliefs)) are MaturJdJ, a 
part of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah who are on haqq (the 
truth), neither believing only in that which their intelligence 
accepts without considering the Qur'an, Sunnah and Ijma, nor 
denying that one's intelligence is a useful tool which clarifies 
the beliefs of Islam. 

* Their chain of Tasawwuf is mainly ChishtJ, but in fact a 
combination of all chains which are on hagg. They are 
generally given khilafah (permission to accept pledge of 
allegiance) in all four famous chains i.e. ChishtJ, QadirJ, 
NaqshbandJ and Suhrwardl 

* Their// 7 cr (intellectual inclination) is according to the///o'of 
Shah WalTyullah which is a combination of naql (divine 
promptings) and 'aql (rational and intellectual promptings). 

* Their principles and ideology regarding din are according to 
that of Ml. Qasim NanotwT who had expounded on the beliefs 
of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jama ah using logical and rational 
proofs and reconciled the differences between the Ashaira 
and the MaturJdiyya. 
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# Their ideology regarding Xhefuru (subsidiary laws) of din i.e. 
fiqh is according to that of Ml. Rashid Ahmad Gangohl who 
had figured out the intricacies of the field and expounded on 
it. 

# Their nisbah (connection) is DeobandJ since their starting 
point was the Darul Ulum in Deoband. 

To achieve the spread of this school of thought, the Darul 
Ulum was founded on these objectives: 

# To spread the teachings of the Qur'an and Sunnah and to 
bring alive all branches of din through the system of fa 7 /m 
(teaching) and taallum (learning), since every facet of din is 
dependent upon knowledge. Thus the 'ulema' of Deoband 
gave greater significance to knowledge over all other 
branches of din. 

# Islah and tazkiya-e-nafs (spiritual reformation and 
purification of the soul) through the medium of tasawwuf and 
spiritual training 

# To protect and establish the personal and social interests of 
the Muslims by giving importance to fiqh (jurisprudence) and 
Islamic justice 

# To keep alive the spirit of jihad and self-defence by 
continuous training 

#To reform the society through the means of lectures and 
sermons which will aim to correct the incorrect beliefs of the 
masses, removing misconceptions regarding Islam and root 
out bid'at (innovations) 

# To bring alive the Sunnah by combining fikr (concern) for 
the reformation of the people and 'amal (practice) by 
promoting the Sunnah lifestyle 

# To spread Islam and its beautiful teachings to all foreign 
non-Muslims by explaining to them that true wisdom lies in 
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the way of the ambiya (messengers), not in their superficial 
wisdom and so-called progress 

# To fill the vacuum void of writing and authoring by 
presenting Islam according to the necessity of the hour 

# To keep Islamic brotherhood alive and to establish an 
Islamic Khilafat 

# To maintain freedom and independence in their expression 
of knowledge so that their teachings remain free from the 
influence of strangers by avoiding any assistance from the 
state and sufficing upon the sincere assistance, albeit limited, 
of the Muslim public. Thus it is not the system of the 'ulema' of 
Deoband to limit din to a few aspects labouring under the 
misconception that this is the entire din. Rather every aspect 
and branch of din is firmly adhered to in a just, enveloping 
maslak (ideology). 2 

CONTRIBUTION TO KNOWLEDGE 

The 'ulema' of Deoband have played a mind boggling role in 
spreading the knowledge of din in this day and age. Their 
efforts to preserve the pristine purity of Islam were mostly 
directed to spreading the knowledge of din in every facet. 

TAFSlR: One such field, in which the magnificent works of our 
'ulema' stand out like a rose in a concrete floor, is the field of 
tafslr (commentary of Qur'an). All the various tafaslr written 
by our 'ulema', despite each having its own unigue style, are 
unified in their objective, to simplify the understanding of the 
Noble Qur'an for the ummah. A few of the more famous 
tafaslr are: 

Tafslr e ‘UthmanT : After realising that the rut in the ummah 
2 The Maslakoftbe ulema'of Deoband by QarTTayyib jife 
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has set in due to abandoning the Qur'an, Shaykhul Hind Mufti 
Mahmudul Hasan Deobandl decided to write a simple 
translation of the Qur'an. Shaykhul Hind commenced the 
tafsir while he was imprisoned in Malta by the British. After 
completing the translation, Shaykhul Hind began the foot¬ 
notes but only managed to finish until the end of Surah Al e 
Imran before death overtook him. Maulana Shabbir Ahmad 
‘Uthmanl A. thereafter took up the great task of finishing 
the footnotes, bringing the book to completion in 1350 A.H. 

Bayanul Qur'an: Maulana Ashraf ‘All ThanwI^ife. completed 
Bayanul Qur'an in 1353. This three volume masterpiece is 
unique in the following aspects: (1) Lengthy narratives and rul¬ 
ings were excluded, the object being a basic understanding of 
the Qur'an. (2) In those verses in which many opinions occur 
regarding the meaning, only the preferred one is mentioned. 
(3) This tafsir benefits both, the general masses and the 
‘ulema'. For the 'ulema', a special foot-note has been added in 
Arabic consisting of balaghat (eloquence), nahw (grammar), 
fiqhi masa'il, the different qira'at as well as masa'il of 
tasawwufex tracted from the Qur'an. 

Ma'ariful Qur'an: Maulana Idris Kandehlawl jife, wrote this 
tafsir consisting of eight volumes in 1382 (1962). He had based 
his translation on that of Shah ‘Abdul Qadir He was 
known to have a special talent of pointing out the connection 
between the verses, which is an important aspect of tafsir. 
Masa'il of aqa'id (beliefs) and fiqh have been explained in 
ample detail. Before he passed away, he was only able to 
finish till Surah Saffat. Later his son completed the tafsir. 

Ma'ariful Qur'an: In 1373 (1954), Mufti Muhammad Shaft 
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commenced lessons of tafslr on Radio Pakistan. The lesson 
was delivered every Friday on a selected portion of the Qur'an 
and was meant to cater for the needs of every average 
Muslim. However, upon receiving numerous reguests from 
enthusiastic listeners to publish the tafslr in a book form, he 
began its compilation and completed it in 1963. He mentions 
the specialities of the tafslr as the following: (1) Most tafslrs 
have such information which is only beneficial for 'ulema', 
commenting on nahw, balaghat, and different qira'ats etc. 
which are of no use to the masses. As a result of these 
intricate details, the public began to think that understanding 
the Qur'an is very difficult. During the writing of this tafslr, 
Mufti Sahib kept in mind that it should be kept simple since 
the average Muslim is not able to understand technical terms 
and finer points. (2) Special importance was given to 
discussing those topics which generate the love and greatness 
of Allah H- and NabT H in ones heart. Likewise, those points 
have been adeguately discussed which encourage a person to 
correct his actions, and to practice on the Qur'an. (3) Before 
the detailed tafslr, an overview of the verses are mentioned 
which suffices for a busy person to understand the Qur'an. 

The above briefly proves that the 'ulema' of Deoband 
did everything in their power to fulfil the need of the time i.e. 
to create in the masses an understanding of the Qur'an. May 
Allah §!• accept their concerted efforts and ignite in our hearts 
that same flame of desire to serve din. 

HADlTH 

‘Allamah Zahid KawtharT js, writes about the 'ulema' of 
Deoband with regards to their achievements in the field of 
hadlth saying, "Their achievement in the field of hadlth in the 
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last century has been above all expectations. Their illustrative 
commentaries on the Sihah Sittah are vast treasures of 
ahadlth pertaining to the laws of sharTah". He goes on to 
mention by way of example, Fathul Mulhim, Faydhul Bari and 
Badhlul Majhud. Fathul Mulhim, a commentary on Sahjh 
Muslim was compiled by Ml. Shabbir Ahmad ‘UthmanT. 
‘Allamah Zahid KawtharT himself writes in Maqalat e Kawthari, 
"It can rightfully be said that there hasn't been a commentary 
which fully expounds Sahjh Muslim in all aspects. If one finds a 
commentary which for example delves into fiqh or 'aqa'id of 
one specific madh hab, it will overlook the views of all the 
other madhahib. This method does not satiate a true student. 
In some, one will see that disregard was shown to a 
muqaddamah (preface); although the knowledge of hadlth 
and classification of authors are amongst those aspects which 
'ulema' of hadlth have attached great importance to. The 
muqaddamah also serves as an introduction to technical 
terminology which the author employs throughout the kitab. 
One will also find many commentaries which do not comment 
on the narrators albeit the dire need. I was immensely pleased 
by this bulky splendid commentary since I found it to be 
adequate in every aspect and it has successfully filled the void 
which I have mentioned". 

Badhlul Majhud, a commentary of Abu Dawud was written by 
Ml. Khalil Ahmad SaharanpurT. Ml. Ashraf ‘All ThanwT jiife. 
says, " I found this kitab to be sufficient in explaining the 
subject of sanad (chain of narrators), satisfactory with regards 
to fiqh and detailed in the discussion of logical and shan 
proofs." 

‘Allamah KawtharT continues, "Ml Ashraf ‘All ThanwT advised 
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his nephew, Ml. Zafar Ahmad Thanwl that he should bring 
together the proofs for hanafifiqh by gathering the ahadith 
used as proof and commenting on their authenticity according 
to the laws of the field of hadith. This zealous ‘alim engaged in 
this difficult task and was perpetually engrossed in it for 
approximately twenty years until it was marvellously 
completed by the grace of Allah ft in twenty volumes. It was 
compiled in the very format of Atharus Sunan and was named 
I'laus Sunan. He also added an extra volume as an introduction 
to the laws of hadlth which is extremely beneficial in this sub¬ 
ject. Actually, I was shocked at this compilation, the author's 
thorough research and complete discussion on every hadlth in 
compliance with all the laws, relating to both the text and the 
chain of narration without the slightest manifestation of 
establishing a biased view. Fairness was his guide whilst 
speaking about the view of other madhahib. I was extremely 
pleased with this kitab. This is the courage of the mighty and 
perseverance of the brave. This is just a small example of the 
achievements of our Indian brothers (i.e. the DeobandT 
'Ulema'). Forthe like of this competitors should compete for". 

‘Allamah Zahid KawtharT commenting on Ml. Anwar Shah 
states, "No scholar the like of Ml. Kashmiri has graced the 
world since the demise of Shaykh Ibnul Hummam in the field 
of extracting extraordinary and rare delicate discussions from 
the ahadlth". The discourses of Ml. Kashmiri have been 
compiled into Faydhul Bari (commentary on Bukhari) and Al 
'Urfush Shadhi (commentary on Tirmidhi). 

A renowned Syrian Scholar, Shaykh ‘Abdul Fattah Abu 
Ghuddah remarks about Faydhul Bari in the following words, 
"This book is filled with abundant knowledge which one will 
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not be able to find in the previous commentaries of Bukhari." 

‘Allamah ‘AIT MisrT HanbalT who had memorised Bukhari and 
Muslim, during a visit to India, attended the lessons of Shah 
Sahib. Shah Sahib rendered the lecture in Arabic. After 
witnessing the ocean of knowledge, he commented, "I've 
travelled the Arab countries and met the great 'ulema' of this 
time. I myself have taught hadith for many years in Egypt. I 
haven't seen a muhaddith or an a lim the like of Shah Sahib 
anywhere, from Sham right up to India". Once ‘Allamah ‘AIT 
exclaimed, "If I have to take an oath that Shah Sahib is more 
knowledgeable than Abu HanTfah, I would not be lying". 
However Shah Sahib expressed great dislike to this statement 
and said, "We are completely unable to even understand the 
ijtihad of Imam Abu HanTfah." 

Hadrat Maulana Husayn Ahmad MadanT went to Deoband at 
the tender age of thirteen and was fortunate enough to 
receive the great affection of Shaykul Hind who insisted that 
he would teach Ml. Madani the basic kitabs. Maulana studied 
sixty-seven kitabs over a period of six and a half years. He then 
moved to MadTnah Munawwarah. He began teaching in 
Masjidun NabawT and was so engrossed in teaching that he 
would only rest for three hours. He delivered fourteen to 
fifteen lessons a day. Once en route to MadTnah, Hadrat 
Maulana was blessed with a dream of NabT M- He asked NabT 
Sto make du'a' for him for he wished to remember the kitabs 
he had studied and understand the kitabs he hadn't studied. 
NabT #■ replied, "That has been granted for you". He taught 
hadith in Masjidun NabawT for over ten years. From 1335 A.H 
to 1338 A.H he was imprisoned in Malta together with his 
Ustadh, Shaykui Hind. Upon his release, he returned to India 
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and took over the post of Shaykhul Hadlth at Deoband in 1346 
A.H and continued benefiting the ummah until 1377 A.H the 
year of his demise. During this period, 3865 students had the 
honour of studying under him. 

Hadrat Shaykh Maulana Zakariyya Sahib dedicated his entire 
life for hadlth, from the time he studied Mishkat, until close to 
his death, approximately sixty-five years. He was constantly 
involved in teaching or writing. He studied under his father 
Ml. Yahya and Ml. Khalil Ahmad Saharanpurl. He assisted his 
Ustadh in the compilation of Badhlul Majhud, a commentary 
on Sunan Abu Dawud. On completing this, he began a 
commentary on the Mu'atta of Imam Malik titled Awjazul 
Masalik in six volumes, an astounding, unmatched 
commentary, surprisingly written by a non-Malikl 'alim. Fada' 
il A'mal, the most widely read kitab after the Qur'an is one of 
his most accepted works. He remained the Shaykhul Hadith 
of Mazahirul ‘Ulum for approximately forty years. 

These are just a few examples of our elders and their asso¬ 
ciation with the knowledge of hadlth. 

FIQH 

The 'ulema' of Deoband contributed greatly to the spread of 
fiqh, particularly the HcmafIMadh hab, as this is the dominant 
Madh hab in the Subcontinent. 

Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohl was a faqlh of great 
standing. Maulana engrossed himself in the acquisition of 
knowledge in his student days to such an extent that he de¬ 
voted only seven hours daily to his other needs. His 
specialities in teaching wer e fiqh and hadlth. He taught the 
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kitab Al Hidayah fourteen times. Besides other works, he is 
the author of the famous Fatawa RashJdiyyah. Maulana 
Kashmiri said concerning Maulana, "None from amongst the 
'ulema' of Deoband had reached such depths in fiqh like 
Hadrat Gangohl". Ml. Nanotwl gave him the title of, ' Abu 
Hanlfah of our time'. Hadrat Shah Kashmiri in spite of 
acknowledging the great knowledge of ‘Allamah Sham! ,ui&, 
would not call him by the title faqlhun-nafs 1 , regarding none 
other than Ml. Gangohl fit for this title. Once when Ml. 
Gangohl dictated an answer giving reference to ShamJ, an 
'alim objected that the ruling is certainly not in ShamJ. Hadrat 
asked for the kitab to be brought to him whereas he was blind 
at this time. Passing his hands over the breadth of the kitab, 
he roughly estimated, turned to a page and said, "Look to the 
bottom of the left page". It was exactly as Hadrat stated. 

Maulana Ashraf ‘All Thanwl jifewas responsible for a great 
scholarly and religious awakening in India. He is probably one 
of the scholars in this century with the most written books. His 
fatawa show his great depth of understanding and insight. His 
book, Behishti Zewar, explaining the basic rulings needed by 
all, has become one of the most famous books in the world. 

Maulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri acguired the necessary 
skills of Arabic, fiqh, usul, tafslr and hadJth, all of which he 
understood very well by the time he had reached thirteen 
years. He used to Issue fatawa while he was only twelve years 
old which were in agreement to those issued by the senior 
scholars of Kashmir. He contributed greatly to the Hana/I 
Madhhab and was able to provide substantial evidence from 
the Sunnah for almost any issue. His distinguished academic 
qualities in the sphere of fiqh may be summarized as follows: 
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He was not only proficient in the Hanafi Madh-hab, but was 
well-acquainted with the other madhahib. He spent lots of 
time and effort explaining the texts of the Qur'an and Sunnah 
related to fiqh. He was well acquainted with the reasons for 
dispute and disagreement between the scholars, particularly 
in those matters that are practiced daily. He once said, 
"Alhamdulillah, after thirty years of effort, I am now confident 
that our fiqh is totally in accordance to the Qur'an and hadlth". 

Maulana Zafar Ahmad ‘UthmanT belonged to a noble and 
educated family, and is probably one of the most famous 
products of the Hanafi Madh hab. His book, I'laus Sunan 
contains immense benefit in the science of hadlth and in 
providing proof for the Hanafi position. He also wrote several 
excellent books in connection to fiqh. Maulana ThanwT was 
very impressed with his talents and used to say, "My nephew, 
Maulana Zafar Ahmad is the Imam Muhammad of this era and 
the fountainhead of d/n/'knowledge". 

Other great Deobandi/ugahd include: Mf. Muhammad Shaft, 
Shaykhul Hind, Mf. Mahmudul Hasan Gangohl, Mf. 
Kifayatullah (when his fatawa were presented to the 'ulema'of 
Egypt, submitted, "We have not come across an 'alim of his 
calibre anywhere in the world"), Mf. Abdur Rahim LajpurT, Mf. 
Taqi ‘UthmanT and Mf. ‘AzTzur Rahman who passed away 
whilst writing a fatwa. 


TASAWWUF 

Tasawwuf is an important branch of Islam, dealing with 
purification of the internal illnesses (like pride, jealousy, love 
for name and fame, love for wealth, excessive anger, etc.), 
imbibing of beautiful character (like the love and fear of Allah 
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It, sincerity, generosity, humility, etc.), and attaining nisbat 
(connection) with Allah §s. Just as the sahabah 4> acguired 
outward knowledge from NabT it, which was transmitted to us 
via the ‘ulema' and fuqaha', the sahabah acguired this 
branch of knowledge and transmitted it to us via the sOfiya. 
However as time passed after the era of Nab? it, many 
innovations crept into tasawwuf. Throughout the centuries, 
many reformers came and corrected the people's belief 
regarding the reality of tasawwuf. Regarding tasawwuf we 
encounterthree groups of people. 

For one group, tasawwuf is something alien to Islam, 
something fabricated by some deviant mystics ( sufls ), which 
has' absolutely no basis in sharTah. This is largely due to their 
lack of knowledge regarding the shar'T standpoint regarding 
tasawwuf and their misgivings are generally founded on the 
excesses and innovations of many deviant and misguided 
individuals who claim to be adherents of tasawwuf but are in 
reality the slaves of their whims and desires, who ply their 
trade under the guise of their own concocted version of 
tasawwuf. Then there are the second group of people who we 
will find on the other extreme. They are under the false 
impression, that once a certain level of love and recognition 
has been acguired, then the sharTah becomes irrelevant. This 
group is more dangerous than the former, because such 
beliefs often take a person out of the fold of Islam. For them, 
dm consists mainly of dhikr and waza'if, coupled together with 
various other forms of innovations and customs, very often 
imbibed from other religions due to frequent intermingling. 
Between these two extremes, we find a group of people who 
have drawn the middle path, combining both sharTah (the 
external acts of worship) and tariqat (tasawwuf - the internal 
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acts of worship), and at the same time shunning all forms of 
rituals and customs which are foreign to the teachings of 
Islam. It is this very moderate path that the 'ulema' of 
Deoband have adopted with regards to the various aspects of 
tasawwuf. Starting with Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohl, 
many innovations which had crept into tasawwuf were 
weeded out. This effort was then further enhanced by the 
writings and teachings of Maulana Thanwl where 
tasawwuf was fully explained and proven, directly from the 
Qur'an and ahadlth of Nab? % proving that tasawwuf is an 
inseparable part of din. Let us now analyse a few pertinent 
issues of tasawwuf and appreciate the moderate stance that 
the 'ulema' of Deoband have adopted. 

Hadrat Shaykh ul Hadlth Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya 
KandehlawT ji&,in his autobiography Aap BetT, has mentioned 
the following regarding tasawwuf and our akabir (pious 
predecessors), " Tasawwuf was an extremely important 
activity of our pious predecessors. These great personalities 
on the one hand were true followers and vicegerents of the 
fuqaha-e-mujtahidln and muhaddithln in the sciences of fiqh 
and ahadlth , and on the other hand in the field of tasawwuf 
they had followed in the footsteps of Junayd Baghdadi 
and Imam Shibll These great luminaries engaged in 
tasawwuf within the limits defined by fiqh and hadlth, and 
both verbally and practically demonstrated that this blessed 
science is in reality a science established from Qur'an and 
hadlth, whilst simultaneously putting a nail in the coffin of 
those customs and innovations which found their way into this 
blessed science due to the passage of time. Today there are 
certain ignorant people who, if they have not regarded 
tasawwuf as something which is completely against sharTah, 
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then they have regarded it as something totally separate from 
it. This is a severe transgression of the limits and is complete 
ignorance." 

Hadrat QarT Muhammad Tayyib Sahib in his book entitled 
'The Maslak of the ‘Ulema' of Deoband 1 mentions regarding 
sharTah and tarlqat: "The Deobandis accept and acknowledge 
the institution of perfection of character and purification of 
the soul through the medium of bay'ah (the pledge of 
allegiance). However, tarlqat, which has been passed on from 
bosom to bosom, is no separate entity from din. The internal 
and characteristic aspect of sharTah is termed as tarlqat. This 
is the path which is treaded for the rectification of the heart. 
The principles thereof have been proven from the Noble 
Qur'an and Sunnah. However, those customs, unprincipled 
ways and fabricated methods which are alien to din, are not 
regarded as tarlqat. To accept these ways is contrary to the 
Sunnah and is completely rejected. The pious personalities are 
regarded as beacons of blessings and benefit, but they are not 
made objects of prostration." 

Regarding love for the auliya, Hakim ul Islam, Hadrat QarT 
Sahib, mentions the following: "It is the maslak (ideology) of 
the 'ulema' of Deoband that the auliya and sufiya are like the 
soul of the ummah, whereby the ummah gains spiritual 
enlightenment and guidance. It is for this reason that the 
'ulema' of Deoband regard mahabbat (love) and honour for 
them to be incumbent for the preservation of Tman. However, 
excessiveness in mahabbat (love) should not lead one to 
deitise them (i.e. to raise them to the rank of a deity). Whilst 
respect and honour for them is necessary, it should not be 
translated into acts of worship, where people prostrate at 
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their graves, circumambulation around their graves, take 
oaths on their names, make sacrifices on their names, etc. 
They should never be looked upon as being able to remove 
one's grief and sorrows. Their graves should not be made 
venues of festivities. On occasions when these saints are 
remembered, under no circumstances should singing and 
dancing form a part of such gatherings. To refrain from all 
such acts, thereby acting in obedience to the Sunnah and 
desires of nubuwwat, is not a matter over which one should be 
rebuked, but rather it is something praiseworthy. The 
mashayikh are guiding lights whereby one gains spiritual 
upliftment, and are not pawns for satisfying one's nafs (carnal 
desires), whims and fancies." 

From the above, we can see the moderate standpoint of the 
‘ulema of Deoband, and the great sacrifices they made to keep 
alive unadulterated tasawwuf. 

DA'WAT AND TABUGH 

Everyone of our pious predecessors were concerned regarding 
the unfortunate condition prevailing on the ummah and each 
one had in his own way made efforts to rectify the rot which 
had set in, but Ml. Ilyas was the one chosen by Allah H to 
carry out this rectification on a universal and general basis. 
Due to his concern and worry, this effort has now reached 
nearly every country in the world. Millions of people's lives 
have changed, practical Islam has come into the lives of 
people, and thirst has been created in the hearts of people. 
This work continues to grow very rapidly. Mufta Farug MTrthT 
Sahib writes, "Together with teaching, issuing fatawa, 
engaging in spiritual purification, reformation and delivering 
lectures, Mufti Mahmudul Hasan Sahib regarded the effort of 
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tablJgh to be extremely important for the entire ummah and 
always encouraged and emphasised it. He advised many of 
the new graduates to spend a year with the tablJgh jama at. 
His heart-felt desire was that every individual adopts the 
effort of da'wah and tablJgh as the very purpose of their lives." 
[MuftiMahmud Hasan Sahib .nM^and the TablJgh Jama at p.ig] 

OPPOSITION TO FALSEHOOD 

The 'ulema' of Deoband have surpassed the rest as far as 
preservation of din, opposition of rivals and the reformation of 
the Muslim ummah is concerned. They always held fast to the 
shariah and were never influenced by external factors. The 
reality of the matter is that, had it not been for Darul ‘Ulum 
Deoband, it would be very unlikely that we could have had this 
opportunity to witness Islam in this pure and pristine form. 

Westernism and Christianity: The "East India Company" 
disguised behind the garb of being a business enterprise, in 
reality aimed to propagate Christianity and gain Christian 
political power over India. They constantly interfered in the 
political, educational, and administrative affairs of the 
country. 

The lgth century brought with it a great tough challenge for 
the tenets of Muslims and Christians alike i.e. the cyclone of 
western arts, sciences and European culture which swept 
across the world, taking all into its fold. Our noble 'ulema' 
came to the rescue by establishing numerous Islamic 
institutes ( madaris ), which to a great extent warded off the 
possible intellectual subjugation of the Muslims. 

From another angle, Maulana Rahmatullah KiranwT, Maulana 
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Muhammad Qasim Nanotwl, Maulana ‘Abdul Mansur, Dr. 
WazTr Khan and others put up strong opposition to Christian 
missionaries, not allowing their dreams of converting the 
Indian Muslim population to Christianity to materialise. 
Maulana Rahmatullah refuted the Christians by compiling the 
book 'Izalatul Awham' in which he challenged Christian 
priests. They suffered overwhelming defeats while debating 
with Maulana. Maulana also compiled the book 'Izharul Haq' 
at the request of Sultan Abdul Aziz (Sultan of Constantinople 
1860-1876) wherein Maulana answered many objections 
which were raised against Muslims in the debates. The 
London Times, in a review of the English translation of 'Izharul 
Haq' stated that if this book is to be read around the world, 
Christianity would cease to progress. The failure of English 
influence overthis region brought an end to all debates. 

Qadiyanism: A few notable personages who rendered an 
excellent service in combating the QadiyanI movement in¬ 
clude: Maulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri, Maulana Murtada 
Hasan Chandpurl, Maulana Ahmad ‘All Lahorl, Maulana 
Hablbur Rahman Ludhiyanwl, Mufti Muhammad Shaff 
Deobandl, Maulana Idris Kandehlawl, Maulana Badre Alam 
MIrthI, Maulana Muhammad ‘All Jalandahrl, QadhI Ihsanullah 
ShujaabadI and others. Maulana Anwar Shah Sahib Kashmiri 
appointed a group of his students to write and lecture against 
this fitnah throughout the country. A conference was held 
annually at Qadiyan in this regard. Due to their efforts, the 
Qadiyanls were finally legally declared disbelievers in 
Pakistan. 

Shism: Shism, being one of the most successful enemies of 
Islam, presents itself world-wide under the banner of "true 
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Islam", capturing many innocent hearts from true, pure 
Islamic beliefs into the indecent and immodest world of 
Shism. 

Allah S is presently using the Sipa' e Sahabah and its 
members for the protection of din, the honour of NabT M the 
sahaba 4 , and the Qur'an against Shism. The Sipa' e Sahaba 
was founded and established in September 1985 by the great 
scholar of Islam, the mouthpiece and orator of the Ahl us 
Sunnah wal Jama ah, ‘Allamah Haq Nawaz JhangT jife,. Ever 
since its inception, it has been under severe attack by the 
enemy. Many great leading 'ulema' have been martyred by 
the Shia such as the founder himself in 1990, Maulana Itharul 
Haq QasimT, ‘Allamah Diyaur Rahman FaruqT as well as 
the last president, Maulana Muhammad Azam Tariq. Many 
other members were also imprisoned and tortured.. 

The 'ulema' of Deoband have also opposed many other astray 
sects, including the rejecters of hadlth, naturists, ghayr 
muqallidJn, barelwis, modernists, and maududise tc. 

THE ACTUAL MARK OF DISTINCTION OF THE 
ULAMA OF DEOBAND 

Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘AIT ThanwT once remarked, "My 
allegiance to our elders is not because I regard them as the 
greatest and most learned 'ulema' in the world. I know that it 
is very possible that there are some 'ulema' present in the 
world, whom we do not know, that are more learned than 
them. But according to me, allegiance to them is because they 
were Allah Wala (men of Allah), and not dunyadar (slaves of 
the world). They lived in this world but they were not affected 
by the winds of the world. Their work and efforts were 
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motivated by the desire to serve din even if it led to their own 
personal loss and destruction." 

Mufti TaqT ‘UthmanT writes in his book 'Akabir 'Ulema e 
Deoband kiya the?', (Who were the 'ulema' of Deoband?) The 
answer in brief can be given that they were the memory of the 
best of eras, an example of the pious predecessors, and a 
living picture of an Islamic temperament and thought. If one 
decides to explain in detail these few lines, then volumes will 
not be sufficient. The truth is that it is difficult, nay impossible 
to encompass their specialities and perfections in words. The 
reason for this is that these qualities are actually drawn from 
the temperament and thought found in the lives of the 
sahabah fa. Temperament and thought is something which 
can be perceived but cannot be explained clearly in words. 
The fragrance of a flower can be smelled, but to explain its 
reality in words is impossible. Similarly to understand the 
temperament and thoughts of these personalities can only be 
understood by staying in their company and by their life- 
incidents. To merely convey it verbally is not possible." 

Amongst their outstanding qualities, some were: 
a) Sincerity -Hadrat ThanwT writes, "When the people of 
Deoband wanted to be part of the Shura (consulting) board of 
the madrasah and Hadrat Gangohl refused, there was an 
uproar and fear of problems arising. I wrote to Hadrat Gangohl 
stating, "Hadrat, what harm will there be, just to stop the 
commotion? If one or two of them are placed in the board, we 
are still in the majority, and judgement passed according to 
the majority view." Hadrat Gangohl wrote back stating, "To 
appoint an unworthy person is a sin, which will cause the 
displeasure of Allah It and His Rasul it. Thus we cannot make 
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unworthy people members, whether the madrasah remains or 
not. Our aim is divine happiness, and not the madrasah." 
Similarly, once when Maulana Khalil Ahmad Sahib and 
Shaykhul Hind were perturbed by opposition, he wrote a 
letter to them stating, "My beloveds, why are you perturbed? 
The madrasah is not the aim; the pleasure of Allah U- is the 
aim. There are many, many ways to attain this, one being the 
madrasah. If the madrasah remains, then continue doing 
work, and if not, then sit somewhere else and do work." 
[Tuhfatul ‘Ulema'] 

Once Hadrat ThanwT jife, called his Ustadh, Hadrat Shaykhul 
Hind to lecture in a jalsah in Kanpur. Some scholars there were 
experts in rational sciences. Hadrat ThanwT wanted to show 
them that the ‘ulema' of Deoband had expertise in this field 
also. Whilst lecturing, Hadrat started a discussion on some 
rational topic. Just then, these scholars entered. Immediately, 
Hadrat Shaykhul Hind completed his lecture and sat down. 
Hadrat Maulana Fakhrul Hasan Sahib GangohT uttered in 
surprise, "Hadrat, this was the actual time for lecturing. Why 
did you sit down?" He replied, "Yes, this thought also came to 
me." What he meant was that till now he had been giving the 
lecture solely for Allah §sf's pleasure. Now the object would be 
to portray his knowledge, thus he stopped. ['Ulema'e Deoband 
kiya the?] 

b) Humility- Ml. Mahmudul Hasan Deoband! was once 
asked to give a lecture. He attempted to excuse himself by 
insisting that he is unworthy of doing so. On their insistence, 
he finally conceded. While lecturing, he mentioned a hadlth 
and provided its translation. An elderly scholar who was also 
present abruptly corrected him, claiming the translation of a 
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certain word to be incorrect and scolded him saying, "It is not 
permissible for such a person to lecture". Immediately 
Maulana stopped lecturing and said to the elderly alim, "I 
knew from before that it is not permissible for me to lecture, I 
tried to excuse myself but these people wouldn't listen. Your 
observation has just proven what I had said earlier". It later 
turned out that Maulana's translation was absolutely accurate. 
{Ibid) 

Ml Qasim NanotwT was also an embodiment of humility. 
His clothing was so tattered and appearance so shabby that 
people mistook him for a farmer. He would not respond when 
called by the title Maulana, instead he would be pleased if 
people would call him by his first name. He was also very 
informal with everyone. He treated his students and murids as 
his eguals. He would even straighten the shoes of students. 

Maulana Rashid Ahmad GangohT was also an absolute 
example of humility. He once mentioned to Ml. Roshan ‘All 
that when he hears about his disciple's spiritual achievements, 
he feels ashamed of himself that people have such a high 
opinion of him whereas he knows himself to be worthless. Our 
elders were those who had realised, 'How can I hold my head 
up in arrogance whilst I do not know what my condition will be 
in front of Allah U! 

c) Taqwa - It was the mutual predisposition of all the elders of 
Deoband that they would not give importance to book 
knowledge unless it was combined with establishing a 
relationship with Allah ft, taqwa and piety. When Maulana 
ThanwT established Madrasah Imdadiyya in Thanabowan and 
he informed Maulana GangohT, he replied, "Very good. 


Page 34 



However actual happiness will be when people who say 'Allah, 
Allah' gather there." [Arwah e Thalathah p.224] 

The basis of Darul ‘Ulum was inabat illallah (turning to Allah 
§!•). Maulana Yasin Sahib states, "We saw that time of the 
madrasah when the highest to the lowest ustadh, and even 
the door-keeper and orderlies were sahib e nisbat and awliya. 
At that time, the madrasah was a place of knowledge during 
the day and a khanqah in the night. During the last portion of 
the night, the sounds of tilawat and dhikr could be heard from 
most rooms. This in reality is the special distinction of Darul 
‘Ulum." [Ulema e Deoband kiya the?] 

Once Maulana Munir Sahib, the second principal of Darul 
‘Ulum Deoband took 250 rupees of the Madrasah to Delhi to 
get the madrasah's report printed. By chance the money got 
stolen. Maulana did not inform anyone about the theft. He 
returned home, sold one of his properties, took 250 rupees 
from its profit and returned to Delhi where he got the report 
of the madrasah printed and brought it back to Deoband. 
After some days the madrasah, came to know about the 
incident. They wrote to Maulana Gangohl asking for a fatwa 
(legal ruling). The answer was that the money had been lost 
without any laxity on Maulana's part. Therefore Maulana is 
not liable. The madrasah pleaded to Maulana to take the 
money back and also showed him th e fatwa (legal ruling). On 
seeing the fatwa, Maulana Munir Sahib remarked, "Has 
Maulana Rashid Ahmad studied jurisprudence (fiqh) only to 
find a loop-hole for me? Imagine if this incident had to occur 
to Maulana Gangohl. Would he have agreed to take the 
money? Take this fatwa away. I will not even take 2 cents". 
[Akabir ka Tagwa p.42] 

It was the habit of Maulana Mazhar Sahib Nanotwlthat during 
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madrasah time, if anyone would come to meet him, he would 
look at the time before starting the conversation and again at 
the end of the conversation. A paper was kept in Hadrat's 
kitab in which the date and the amount of time he had spent 
in speaking were noted. At the end of the month he would 
add up all the time used in speaking. If it would come to less 
than half a day, he would write in the madrasah's register that 
he had taken half a day off and if it worked out to more than 
half a day then he would write that he had taken a full day off. 
[Akabir ka Taqwa p.36] 

Once, HakTmul Ummah Maulana Ashraf ‘AIT ThanwT was 
travelling from Saharanpurto Kanpur. Maulana had sugarcane 
with him which he wanted to be weighed at the station. 
(Normally in India when travelling by train, luggage is weighed 
which must be paid for accordingly). But no one weighed 
Maulana's sugarcane. Some non-Muslim workers, due to the 
respect that they held for Maulana, said, "You may proceed 
freely without weighing it. We will speak to the guard (on the 
railway train) to permit you to pass through". Maulana 
enquired, "Till where will the guard accompany me?" They 
replied, "Till Ghazi Aabad". Maulana then asked, "What will 
happen after Ghazi Aabad?" The workers replied, "This guard 
will inform the next guard". Maulana enquired, "What will 
happen thereafter"? The workers answered, "He will take you 
to Kanpur where your journey ends". Hadrat remarked, "My 
journey will not end, the journey towards the hereafter still 
remains. What arrangements will be made there?" On hearing 
this, the workers were astonished and were greatly affected 
by Maulana's taqwa. [Akabir‘Ulema'e Deoband p.131] 

d) Following of Sunnah - Hadrat Shaykh Zakariyya writes, 
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"From amongst the pious predecessors, there were two great 
personalities who I had personally witnessed humbling 
themselves and crying abundantly in tahajjud salah during the 
last portion of the night. One was my father, Ml. Yahya 
KhandehlawT, and the other was Ml. Husayn Ahmad MadanT. 
Ml. Madam's first two rak'ats of tahajjud used to be short, 
thereafter he used to perform two long rak'ats of nafl in which 
he use to recite one and a half to two juz of the Noble Qur'an. 
The recitation of tahajjud used to be a little loud so that if a 
person sitting close by wanted to listen to the recitation, he 
would be able to do so. Whilst reciting, there would be 
absolute humility and so much of crying that it seemed as if he 
was breathing out hot fumes. In a hadlth, the condition of the 
salah of NabT M is described in the following words, "NabT *8 
used to perform salah in the condition that a sound similar to 
that of a boiling kettle would emit from within his chest due to 
excessive crying." [Abu Dawud] This is an example where the 
salah of our Akabir resembled the salah of NabTH. 

During the era of political struggle against the British, a 
warrant of arrest was issued for Maulana Qasim NanotwT. On 
the insistence of the people, Maulana went into hiding. After 
concealing himself for three days, Maulana emerged saying, 
"When the disbelievers were in pursuit of NabT M on the 
occasion of hijrah, NabTSi and Abu Bakr went into hiding in 
the cave of Thur. After three days NabT H left the cave. 
Therefore it is not possible for me to remain in hiding for more 
than three days". The danger posed to one's life and freedom 
did not prevent them from strictly adhering to the Sunnah. 

It has been reported that Maulana NanotwT on returning from 
any journey would proceed to the masjid and engage himself 
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in nafl salah. The reason for him doing this action is because 
Nab? H always went first to the masjid on returning from a 
journey, then he would visit Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu anha, 
and then proceed to his home. 

Hadrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Sahib Saharanpurl was so 
particular with regards to the use of miswak, that whenever he 
would undertake a journey he would always make sure that a 
miswak was in his pocket or in his pillowcase. He would never 
perform wudu'without using a miswak. 

e) Difference of opinion with respect - Mufti Muhammad 
Shaft has written that difference o/opinion is neither contrary 
to the unity of Islam, nor is it harmful to anyone. We find 
severe ikhtilaf between sahaba S, the tabi'In and our pious 
predecessors, yet despite all their differences, they would still 
meet each other, have meals together and live with such love 
that at times, an outsider would never even perceive their 
differences. The 'ulema' of Deoband followed diligently in the 
sahaba's footsteps with regard to the etiquette which they 
displayed with their contemporaries in spite of great 
difference of opinion between themselves. Hereunder are 
some of the most wonderful examples of their beautiful 
character. 

Hadrat JHaklmul Ummah, Maulana Ashraf ‘All Thanwl and 
Hadrat Shaykhul Islam, Maulana jHusayn Ahmad MadanI had 
great political differences. Maulana Ashraf ‘All Thanwl was a 
strong supporter of the Muslim League Party and regarded 
the Congress (opposition party) to be harmful for the Muslims 
while Shaykhul Islam considered support of the Congress as 
beneficial forthe Muslims and supported it fervently. This was 
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quite a big issue in India, yet Shaykhul Islam would advise the 
people who wished to take bay'ah (pledge 0/allegiance) to 
him to go to Maulana Thanwl saying, "He is the elder of our 
group." 

Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpurl and Maulana Yahya 
KandehlawT had different views in certain rulings. When 
people would ask Maulana Khalil Ahmad the ruling, he would 
say, "According to me this is the ruling but according to 
Maulana Yahya it is so. Go and find out from him and if he 
permits, practice on his ruling." 

Besides this, they were imbibed with many other qualities. 
Due to brevity, we have mentioned only a few by example. 
May Allah H imbibe these qualities within us! 

TESTIMONY OF AN ARAB SCHOLAR 

Hadrat Mufti Muhammad Taql'llthmanl has written regarding 
his journey to Baghdad, "Baghdad is that city which for 
centuries had been at the centre of the Islamic world. The 
mere sight of this city reminds one of the glorious days of the 
AbbasI khilafat. Upon reaching Baghdad I enquired whether 
there were any madaris present in which Islamic knowledge is 
imparted in accordance with the ways of the pious 
predecessors. I was informed that all such madaris had now 
been converted into schools and universities. Now, the 
knowledge of din can only be attained from university 
faculties, such places wherein Islam is taught as mere theory, 
similar to ancient philosophy (falsafah). Islam cannot be seen 
in the lives of the students, nor in the ustadhs. Forget being 
religious scholars, on seeing their appearance, one wonders if 
they are even Muslim. This is just like how orientalists study 
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Islam today, in the universities of America, Canada and 
Europe. If you read their books and articles you will come 
across the names of such books which many of our 'ulema' 
have never even heard about. It seems as if deep research 
(tahqiq) is being made. But alas! In spite of swimming in the 
ocean of Islamic knowledge from morning to evening they 
return dry as a bone. No effect of what they so rigorously 
study can be seen in their lives. The soul of this knowledge has 
been destroyed. 

Mufti Sahib thereafter asked if they could at least direct him 
to an 'alim of the old school of thought, so that he could 
present himself at his service. He was directed to a masjid 
close to the tomb of Shaykh ‘Abdul Qadir JilanI in which 
was a maktab. Here he met an old pious-looking man. Mufti 
Sahib described his meeting with him in the following words, 
"On seeing him I felt that I was in the presence of a pious 
Allah-fearing 'alim. He was sitting on a straw mat, dressed in 
coarse clothing and eating dry bread. The light of the sharTah 
could be discerned on his forehead." 

After making salam he enquired regarding my name and the 
place from which I had come. He also asked about the 
condition of the madaris of our country, its syllabus and the 
manner in which the kitabs (books) are taught. Tears flowed 
from his eyes as I mentioned the names of the kitabs found in 
the Dars e Nizami (sylabbus). He asked, "Are these kitabs still 
being taught!?" I replied in the affirmative. He then explained, 
"Today, we have been deprived of even hearing the names of 
these kitabs. These kitabs create Allahwala (Allah-conscious 
men), they create true Muslims. In our country these books 
are no longer taught. I beg you to convey this message of 
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mine to the ‘ulema' and the masses of your country, that for 
the sake of Allah Si, they should bear everything but should 
never allow the destruction of such madaris wherein these 
kitabs are taught!!!" The enemies of Islam are fully conscious 
of the fact that as long as these simple Maulana's, sitting on 
straw mats are present in society, they cannot remove Iman 
from the hearts of the Muslims. Therefore the enemies of 
Islam are making all out efforts to remove these madaris." 

EFFECTS UNDERSTOOD BY THE ENEMIES 

After the division of Pakistan, many of the influential people 
of the country were gathered to discuss the way forward. At 
this juncture Sayed Husayn, who was at that time the chief 
engineer of Pakistan, narrated his personal experience. He 
explained, "Before the division of Pakistan I undertook a 
journey to America. While taking rest at a hotel lounge, two 
high- ranking Americans entered and sat nearby. During their 
light-hearted discussion that followed, I was surprised to hear 
them discuss the following topic: 

American A: Why does religion influence the lives of the locals 
of Hindustan so greatly, so much so that such influence is not 
even found in the Islamic countries of the Middle East? 

American B: The reason most probably, is that the Middle 
East lies close to Europe and has thus, due to continuous 
intermingling with Europeans, taken to their ways and 
accepted their culture. 

American A: No, that cannot be! Hindustan remained under 
British dominance and rule for almost a century, yet the 
conquering nation was still unable to separate the locals from 
the clutches of their religion. 
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American B: Perhaps it is due to the fact that Hindustan is a 
poor country and its poverty has prevented western 
civilization taking root. 

American A: Rather, experience shows that attracting poor 
people is much easier. I have pondered over this matter for a 
very long time. As far as I understand, one of the main causes 
for religion controlling the masses of that country is due to an 
institute known as Deoband. Through their writings and 
lectures they have and continue spreading the teachings of 
their religion, thus ensuring that religion remains alive in 
those far away regions. 

ACCEPTANCE 

Hadrat Maulana Zul Fiqar NaqshbandT says, "Allah U- has 
granted this weak servant the ability to travel to more than 40 
countries in connection with din. This servant has been to a 
place where there is six months day and six months night, he 
has been to Siberia where one can only see snow and howling 
winds -we even performed salah on the snow- , he has seen 
the place referred to as the end of the world. The government 
has written this there since during the month of June, there is 
one day in which approximately 100000 tourists gather to see 
a spectacular sight. The sun comes close to the ocean water 
ready to set, when instead of setting, it rises again. For this 
reason, scientists refer to it as the end of the world. This 
servant has seen the jungles of Africa and the cities of 
America. Whereverthis weak one went, in urban areas or rural 
areas, on the tops of mountains or deep down in valleys, I 
have seen some spiritual son of Darul Ulum Deoband doing 
some effort of din. Darul Ulum Deoband has attained so much 
of acceptance." [Khutbat e FaqTr] 
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CONCLUSION 

QarT Tayyib Sahib said that the 'ulema 'of Deoband have been 
blessed with four rivers. (1) Correct Jman and established 
beliefs (2) Life style according to the Sunnah (3) Ihsan, the 
spirit of Islam (4) Spreading the above mentioned points 
(which are all extracted from Hadlth e Jibril) to the four corners 
of the world. 

In short, the 'ulema' of Deoband have been chosen as the 
protectors of every aspect of Allah It's din in the recent past. 
May Allah it bless us with the ability to follow their footsteps 
and accomplish their mission of bringing Islam alive in the 
entire world! Amin. 
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Foreword 

by Ih*.- Intfrni of l.o|>ic mill Philosophy 
Mmikirni .M)iliir-K;ihim Siihih, 

Diin.il I, him I Unhand 

Ai one d|' the Jiilsiihs in Hhawjlpiir Ikikisinii. :i very billions mid 
Jyn.nnie ornlor. \t;ml;in;i I2iy;iur-K;ihni;in S.ihih delivered ;i \cry 
Jelniled :inil siihsuniiniiv leilnre on (lie 1'kill id of IVobninl. Tliiv 

I eel me vi;is well neeepied iiml pniised h\ ;m jippi'etimive cmJienee. 
Silky ihc lopie was proposed lu liim. ilk lecture in via comprehensive, 
eoverins: virinnlly every :is|*cd ol Dili nl-l liim I >coh:nid. Ii cdsoivvenK 
ihe impniljinl ;is|iccls ol I lie unblemished lives ol I lie ( hinlii of 
IK'oKilkl. 

Ii i-, t|iiiic cv idem ihcil \Linl;in:i is well-vised with ilie incrils ol eood 
< ii km n vli ip mid he is well ;ihle lo render n speeeli r.uhei impressively 
i oe el lie i wiili nil iis eiiv|nciic ;inJ leqniNiies. Ili' oapnhility of driwiin: 
inleienees is nol only eiilienl Nil in Inci ii is |iliilosopliie;il ns well. 

II is my person; 1 1 opinion ih;ii ihis hook in ;i mirror wliieli re Heels ;i line 
in wee ol Ilie scnioi I Inn in ol I >eol\ind. I his icllctlion nKo |hh nnys ili;n 
every niiile ol ihoir lives l<ilined .< prnclicnl inierpreiniiono| |ho ijunin 
jmJ Sninuli. These Ijir-sijjliicd rl;mi;i planted ci seed ol' proplielie 
knowledge in (lie kind of Ueobnnd which eveiminlly snow up lo Iv :i 
well-roi>ied nee in ihe lonii o| IXirnl-l linn licohninl. Now iin Irnii- 
henrine ;ind slickly nee is sway in** nol only over Asisi Iml ;is lar nlickl jin 
A ll ien :iml Inn ope. 

Mny Allfih ei:ini h :i lile ofelerniiy mid may lie spread ils hlevsines 
even liinher. Amin. 

Ii was very plensimi lonolellml iwoiniellieeni mid |vuvpiive jrrndunles 
oi l Vuiil-t him Dcohiind. M:mljn:i hikkidnll.ill bhciecilpiiri :ind M;iiil;in;i 
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/fiJiitl Asnmi lot ik the initiative lo put litis in loin la Live led ure iniu a 
booh limn thereby nniiMiiitiinj; and perpetual inn its benefit It) others as 
well. May Allah M- reward them well. 

(fanhh Mai 1 1 ana) Alxlia-Rabiin liastawi 
Teaclier I Mini Ultini Deohaiul 
25 MuJjaiTttm !4<W A.11. 
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Tore word 

by Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib Qasimi 

In order to reach the stars and lm verse'the heights of progr ess, the pages 
of history have proven to he the best capital lor any nation on the earth. 
Tire arduous achievements anti theoretical models of their forebears are 
a source of exaltation. res|>ect and honour lor them, l rom (lie sincere 
enthusiasm and hopes of their forefathers, (hey learn a lesson of con rage 
and dnunllcssncNs. 

The hook under review is actually a lecture by Maulana Diyaur-Rahmfm 
I firfiqi by compiling this Icclure into hook form, Maulana Imdathillalt 
has endeavoured to present this priceless gill to the youth of our nation 
in particular, t he study of this book and a second perusal has left an 
impression in my licari that this book is the most appropriate 
prescription for stimulating llie dormant spirits ol'lhe Muslim youth and 
lor bringing about a spiritual transformation within them. 

May Allah ft accept their endeavours and may lie render this book a 
stairway to their progress. Amin. 

Mull at n mad Ilyas (Jasiini 
Madam Nagar 
Champa Nagar 
bhaglialpur 
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Aeinally. when a iiiiin mili:ilK endeavours lo accomplish Mil iiiiporujril 
Ui.sk. lie lends lo hcaiii see ills! Ills jieison.il deficiencies and imcinal 
defccls. His apparenl luck <>l resources ;mkI his perception of liis 
deficient knowledge precludes him from reiicliine liis jionl been use any 
leal ol nun is Hoi devoid of iin> flaw and deliciciKy. A nun is llien 
compelled in dnubi whether Ins iiileiUmiis will ever be re.ih/ed or noi 

liis s lead las mess her; ills lo slmdder mid n ellost i>J I.ill me overshadows 
him ilmui.eli which llie power ol Ins mind, mlellcel. luunl end pen nil 
heconle piinilysed. Ilowevei. jiUicins* liis iinsl in AlJfill lie 
commences liis (risk mid lories .illend with die nssislmiec ol die Heitii 
in whose power lies loud success. IUiimnicly. llie divine lund of 
nssislmiec crasps llie Jiniid of lliis dejeeled mid helm ed sens mil mid 
propels liim lo liis objective. I was also eonlroiued with sintilnr 
eiivmi Miinc es. 

A lew days nio. I wns lislenine (o 11 very similsine leelnre on llie 
majestic piM of the l Mama of 13i1n.il l Mi'im l Vobnnd. The leelnre vvns so 
compreliensise mill Ivncl'iciiil ilini my spirits :iml ilionehis soured lo 
iiiti'esliiiiiiiiMe lieiihis. J iherc and (hen iiuended loconijiile lliis lecture 
into bonk form so dull on lire one hand die people can look forward hi 
a |siilli:ml liiluiv wliilsl on llie oilier hand (he world lenrris of the 
I a b< unions mid uiiii|iic role die l Manni of Diii'ul l (him I Vohand played 
In die shapin': of India ns she slnnds today. 

In luH illiii'e lliis objeclive. I am mosi eriueliil lo JJal’i/ IJari Abdnl- 
Ihilitil iS’miolwi. (Jari Ahmad Husain Kalhyiiri and hrodiei Mmiawwar 
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Asiimi who advised me that (lie compilation ol'this lecture in hook form 
would serve as a guiding-torch lo a student of history. May Allah jj, 
reward (Item favourably. Amili. 

lienee, I commenced witlt iis compilation. However. I am also very 
grateful lit Matllana Zallid Asdmi who. ill spile of his busy schedule, 
assisted me wholc-lieartedlv until finally Allah it, brought this hook to 
frail ion. Now die hook is finally before you. 

Readers? Mow ean l introduce this hook to you? All I can say briefly is 
that this is a bouquet of history which narrates historical taels from 
various angles and also this is a mirror of history through w'hich the 
conditions oft lie past ean he compared to the present. This comparative 
study of I lie past ami the future will then pave the way for a more 
lavouruble future. 

The orator has added beamy 10 bis garden (sjieeeh) with a variety of 
eoloiirful Powers. lie lias produced a beautiful garden of personal i lies, 
the following of whom are worthy of partieuhu mention: 

jludrat Shah WnJiy ul kill Muhaddith Dclllavvi (Hahinatulluhi ninth) 
lladrat Haji liudadullali Muliajir Makki iRuhnuittilltthi ninih) 

ITadrat Tliili/ Ikimin Shahid (RniitiintuHuIn ninth) 
lladrat Maiilniin Qasim N allot wi iRnhiiininllhhi ninth) 
lladrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad (iangohi iRtihmutitlltihi ninth} 
lladrat Shnikhul-Iliad Maulana Mahmiidul-Hasan Sahib Deohandt 
{Rahmuntltnhi (tinih) 

lladrat Mnukitiu Asliraf All Thfmwi (Rnlimntulltihi ninth) 

lladritt Sliaikhiil-lslani Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani (Hnhinntullohi 

(tlnili) 

lladrat Alkiuiah Anwar Shall Kashmiri {Rnhinnlnlltihi ninth) 
lladriit Maulana Shall Ismail Slitihkl {Rahninlitlluhi alnilt) 
lladrat Maul huh Sayyid Ahmad Shahid {RohinamlUilit ninth) 
lladrat Allan lull Shi hi i (Rnhtnainlliihi ninth) 
lladriit Maulana Abul-Kalani A/fid {RohutaUtUhhiahth) 
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lladlal Mnuliiilii Muhammad AM Jituhar Uitiiwuilulfohi uluili ) 

llndral Mill'd Kilhcallillah Sahib Dclilawi iKnliDtuiuHnVii <lt<ulo 

I ladiai lalai Tlifmcsri iftnImtutulitVu ulaiht 

lladlal Wilaval Ali i. Ha iwm In I lull i ahiih ) 

llndral Manlfuui Mamlnk AM iKdlitiitliutUih) dhiiht 

And :i iuiii ilvr ol olliei I'lama and liecdom I'ii'liltTN are nieiilioned in 

litis book. 


Tin* studs of ill is- hook will leave a ]Visim is illimil any ilonhl ilia I lliis 
iiisliime. IVu'nJ I'luin l>eohand. has produced such nnii|ue personaliiics 
Ilial history would probably he JeTic'iciH in pivsend np o| liei's ol’die same 
nainiv- Ms |K!iiis:il will coni|\:l :i devoui Iieohandi lo upive widi ilie 
loJIowinp poem: 
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Some o| U lose lend i up personalities o| I Tim I I linn IVohnitd lind 
e leva led (lie sciences of Ionic and philosophy. Some ol ilicm pn mioied 
lu|li whilst some ol’ ilicm elevated I lie science ol’Tnlsii lo a slnlns 
heliliinp its honour. Some ol them raised (he Manner ol ireedom and 
became iiislrinncnlal in releasing llie coimiry from die barbaric clinches 
ol die colonialist Ihielish. This is die scene dcscrilied in lliis leelure. II 
litis book brings nbemi n hope within dte hear A ol our vomit to 'hrinp 
Ills I mess lo dicir decomposing gardens' ilien I will repaid lit is endeavour 
ol’ mine lo have borne li nil. 

And only Allah accords divine puivlance. 


Humble ten alii llitdadiillall 
libapalpur - Miliar 
2 > VMiliananuil llarain I 40 ‘>A.II. 
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This is a lecture by Hadrat Maulana Diyaur-Rahman Faruqi on the 
topic 'the history of India and the majestic past of the Ulama of 
DdruMJlCrri Deoband' delivered in Madrasah Jarriiah Siddiqiyyah 
Bhawalpur, or 9 Shaban H03 A,H. corresponding to 30 May 
1983. 
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Introduction 


AJItih yh says: 

"And there should he from amongst you the one who invites low;ird$ 
good." 

At another juncture I le says: 

"And those who strive in Our path. We will guide them onto Our light 
paths. And Allah is with |lu>sc who perform goinl deeds.” 

At another point in the Holy Quran. I Ic says: 

"VeriJy. I hose who say 'Our I.ord is Allah'. and further they stand 
steiKlIast, the angels descend ujhhi iI tem and (they say) ‘Do not lear nor 
grieve and receive lire glad-tidings of tile Jaitnai you were promised. We 
are your protectors in this world and the hereafter, therein you slialJ have 
wliatcvcr you desire and you shall have whatever you ask lor." 

kasulullah '-t. said; “The Ulama are the trustees of the l'ruphcls upon the 
servants of Allah •& as long as they do not mingle will) the rulers. If they 
do dial, they have shown disloyally to (Ik Prophets. He ware of them and 
remain aloof from them." 

kasulullah &. said: "The Ulama are heirs to the Prophets." 
kasulullah z* also said: “The U lama of'my Un ninth are like the Prophets 
of ihe Haim Isra'il.". 

"May numerous salutations descend upon the Jeadcr who broke 
mimerous idols. 
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lie win' luiil shell ilk' world ,i messnpe of pence mid c limited llie 
di reel ion ol nimikmd. 

The hviivlijclor of Uie woild who Inis j'.iven ns ninny llyhscs, 

lie Inis "ixen ns <i code ol life. .1 mmiifesio. nimiy ilireciioii*. mid 

ehmijicd nimiy. 

Whcncvci llie inline of I lie IciilLt nppem.s on (lie lomnics of I In* 
I v lie vers, llie meiilion of Ins oilier loin beloved ones i-, iinlispeiisuhle'. 
Aim Hnkr. limin', I ihnuinmid Mi KtitluiUitliu .1 

W hen nil me loyul no liiim ilien why wouldn't spiiii" reuppem' in llie 
icH'ilen ol MlMnhV!" 

Kc specie J dim rpeisun. respeeleJ I'lmilii! I mil eMienieh iiimelul lo nil 
ol you lor eoiinn.!i I nun Im mul vs ide lo listen lo im speech With llie 
leones I of Mnnlfinfl liluilmii A' :'»n1 i i, I Inive llie opporliinily onee tijcuin lo 
visil IiIniwnlpin lodclivei n leeline. I told lo speuk on llie lli.sloi ienl 
l ;«e I v MiiToniHline Uie s lend Inst me inhere of ihe niovenienl ol llie 
liveiloni of Indin. llie Alile-Sinninli I'lnniii ol' IJilrul I'lhin lieohnnj. I 
hope ilmi you will lem n nuiilerons liisioi ieul liicls piovidcd yon lieien lo 
my lechti'e miciilively. 

Clash between truth and falsehood 

I Vie lid s' When we sludy (lie pieces ol Iskiihii* history. we lemii Ilml li'om 
ihe lime o| KnenlulkiJi » iii'.ln up in this piesem «J;iy mill from 
K;ishlull;ih rielil up |o JJjuJrm Admn (here lijis :il\s;i\s Kvn n 
clash hviwcen mull mid liilseliooJ This is n systematic ilivine 
plieiioiiieiioii Him not n single era is devoid of llie elnsli he I ween ii’ulli 
and liiKehooil. Truth, on one hand, eonies about in a domain ol nhjeel 
poveriy and helplessness whilst laheliooil, on llie olliei hand. nHikes ils 
appearance willi irrni stress ion. pride, vjniiy. pomp mid splendour, rank 
and posilioii. mid with vvcallh ;md power. I lowcv er. on closer perusal of 
history «e see iJi.il Allah Ii;is always awarded dominance lo llie iruiJi 
which appears in ;i Jonimii ol poverty mid helplessness. 
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I lie a <11 1 lie l between iruili mid falsehood has pels is led from day one. A 
student of history should he weII .(ware dial history itself j tuples which 
are ilie forces ol imili ai :i particular time :nul isliich me the lories of 
falsehood. A discerning! slndy of these mailers Mill make us realize hou 
the truth appeared and how falsehood lilted its nets head. Rewind the 
easseiies of your memory lo die history precedin': our Ion rteen-hundred- 
year-old history and you will see lhal when tiilseliood raised its head ill 
I lie form of Xniurlid. Iruili appeared in I lie form of (tnalum <.- in a 
domain of poverty and helplessness. 

f alsehood came in die Jorm of fiiaisn and until in the form ol Mtis:i ;-:t 
and sslien falsehood appeared in lhe form of the blood-thirsty Haim 
Isrffil. truth a]i]ieared in die form of Isa •;&. 

falsehood appeared in die form of Caesar and Kliosme truth eaine in 
the form of'Muhammad falsehood appeared m the from o| Hajjap bin 
Vtistif and iruili ap|<eared in die form of Said bin ftibair. When 
falsehood appeared in die lot'll! of K ba IT ti ill Mutasim Mil hill, mill) 
appeared in line lormol Imam Aim IJmiitali. I alsehooil appeared in the 
ton11 of Mansur, anil null) appeared in die form of Imam Ahmad bin 
jjamhnl. 1 ntsehood ii]ipeaied in die form of Kins; K'i/anuil-Midik and 
truth appeared in the I'orm of liniim CiliazaJi. When lalseliood ap|K’ared 
in the form oldie 1 imahs (misehiel j of the Tartars, truth appeared in the 
tbrm of Ihmi Tayniivyah 

I alsehooil appeared in die torn) ol luluhiiinin Akbar and the mull 
appeared in the form of Mujaddid All'e-’l hani. falsehood appeared in 
llie loon of ifie I iliiali of Aniiiu/aj, amt the triah ap[reared in die fnnn 
of Shall Waliyulhill, falsehood appeareil in the lorm of Rajah Kanjii 
Smeli and the traih appeared in ilie Ibnii of Shah Ismail, falsehood 
appeared in the I'orm ol ilie fnelish and the midi :»]ipcare<! in die fonn 
of Shill Ah dnl -Aziz, falsehood appeared ill I lie form of the sarious 
titnahs and the iruili appeared in the form of the f lama olDaml flam 
Deo hand 
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liieiukr h.sei'y cm I),is seen (lie clush heiween (lie null) mill kilselmmi. 
We I hi wo'i nc nernss injiny conditions, lic;u\l;ihoiu numerous histnric;il 
fnels. hnl ii sdiikml ill'llislory will juKuiuiIk silly lenrn svliolhe |ien|den|' 
I lie I null w ere iiiul him (lies eiulenimiicil in rnise die Is.inner <if I sl.'mi in 
llieir response (lines. 

Our conviction over the 
lllami of Deo bend 

I lieiuJs’ We .ne prtmil in mis • :nul iJlis coils ietioii is ns Minna ns Hie 
il.uk rising oldie sun - (h.u (lie llo> 14* wliieli is mils die \11le-Nun11;11» 

Will-liiinjji mill sir.. nil ilie I mill is iliis aronp nl'(lie l'l.nii:i ol 

I Volvo kJ. We do iidi limhour ;i slimlow of ilimhi .nid we lire niore 
eonsin veil (hull (lie iluik rising i>l (lie miii lluil in these limes iliis jroup 
olT'bmnol' beohmul :ue die line heirs in die I'roplieis. Ami iliis is ilie 
iniililnl I’dmp veini. ill uveorj; nice In (lie ;ielu;il Sniiiiiilml knsiilulluh .'•*. 
coni ruined (lie curious forces iU lulsehi h m1. 

When die hnehsli uppenred. dies coni mined dieiimnd svlien upon (lien 
buck. llieir offspring, die rjddiynuis e;nne, die I'lunih elml lei iced (hem 
;is well. Wlielliei dies iippemed in die Imnml l’;iiwe/is 01 in die I'm mi 
<il Ilie opponents ol die Snhnhnli l<;nli;illfdiii Anlkiiit. die l kill lb nl 
IVnhjmd ehidleneed diem nil. I nJcr sshielievcr anise fnlseliood 
uppeuicd. die l 1 l:m ifi of iVnhuud .iliviiss ruiseil die leiiniei nl die (null 
indie Ihceol il.This i\ssh;ii Slmrish-Kashmiri re I erred luwheii lie said: 

'There is no donbi ili.u die presenee of IVohiind over India is (lie linmir 
of Musiiikj." 

M;i> die meres ol die Almbjhts eoniinne |o shower upon ii mUil 
res i lire cl ion. idie iiisliiuie) svliieli is:is founded In ilv ones enided In 
Mu si; i Id. 

Tin* spirit nl iliis M;iilr:is:ili s linnnur Ims nuliirully ivaehed nil and 
Hindi's mil of die Ivilelieeilee of Musudd. 




f tui [/u-ffuHui 




I he name of'Nfnmisvj will echo through all I lie lour corners ol ihe slolv 
;is lie is ihe one who h;r- Jislrihulcd llv (spiiiHuli nine Morn ihe slis inc 
i een sin it inn ol \Misi_ala.’ 

A glimpse at Darul Ilium Deoband 

ETictids’ TIjcsc me till historical facls- Kivasal AM Zaliir mentioned 
some Ellina rather Mian&e uMen asked about nut [>as(. I Ee said: "You are 
iiskma me ahmil (lie liisimy of mir pious predecessors . 1 I heir history is 
a.s Mdlows: 
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A brief background to Indian History 

EYiends! ) was savin;: llial we should briefly understand the history of 
India. This svill enable us lo eel a better under standi lie ol ihe hi slots 
•aiin>undiix our pious predeecssots, 

E fiends! I he Indo-Pak suhconlinem - a reference to India. 1’akistati ami 
Itaneladesh - was divided in 1<>47. Win did tins division come ahum.' 
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Ihe iMiplisliruled over Imli.i lor mound iliree Imm1iv<l yeniv I leuee die 
licet! Jirose lor (lie rljinu lo eon l i on | |lie T.nplisli eoli<iiinlis|v I lie 
I kiin:i neeii* i i ii| m isoned :n u I linin'eil Ini touspii inj' :ip.:iinsl I lie Imelisli. 
rilinuieh (lie I'.npIKh were compelled m le;>\e this suheoniineiu. 

I.nier on in my lee lure 1 will pive uni Mel nils :is lo how l r :iltisi:m w:is 
Torn led jikI win ive hloi’tl wns diet I in ils lomiiiiion. ' rite stonineli is ilol 
Mil i;ilctl wiili l lie l;N morsel In 1 1 wiili |lie entire roll M;i nun eoines 
liphl ;il ilie end .ind ekiims ili:ii lie Inis doin' nil I In' work willmul even 
eonvideriii” Ilie sirup pie ul Llle pieced ins two hundred \ ecu's. I lien lie is 
menhillv dclevlive. 

I iieinK’ Tins is voiilellliue we lime It' iniileiMnntl. I hope ilie le.imed 
people will hsieii io my leelmc nllenlivclv mid (Ivy will lv lorced lo 
;ica‘|'l llul iiniil lodnv we were lv 11 in ilie tl.nl: And up lo ilii.s d:iy we 
were no! ii ill'll lied iilmul ilie line liisloi \ ul' liitJhi mill wh;ii we lepmiled 
Ilie u ne hisiorv ol liitlw lo lv like 

The British In India 

I iielldsr In kin I when (lie TinelMi enine lo Indin. AJjilliid Slinli Ahdnli 
wns nilinp over lndi;i. lie wns ilie l;isi kiiip ol die Mopiil empire. 1 Ai 
Mini lime. IVisiim w;is (lie ollleinl l;in<ni;h»e o|' ilie eniiie tummy. Jusl in 
I Vllti .June, iltere were n iltonsuiid relipions ni'iiiines. 

In Uilll. :in l..isi hull; euiii|':iny Untie tlrlepniiou under I lie lemleisliii'ul' 
V;iseo l>;« Ikinin niielii'i'etl nl liomluy I in r hi'ill. They lVt|iiesled llle 
pi't ernnicni t'l Mul lime lur nsusinnec.'I I icy promised lo improve I rude 
links wiili Indin, e.vpun liulinn ponds lo ilie Ihiiisli ninikei :md Mien 
reinvest die pi'uliis luek inlo Indin. Tile Mopul kills tilllml link 1 . A hi lint I 
Slinli Ahtkili w;o very shori-Mpliietl; 11 ul Ijiiled lo iindci'skiiitl die policies 


Aeeurdinp |o my resenivh, IkiluJnrMuh /nlin wnt (lie Insl 
ruler oT die Mopnl empire. iC'onipilen 






ol' the Hitglish. ile provided this trade delegation will) a number of 
concessions. Tic |»cnrtiUcd them loput up a number ol huge lac lories. A 
number of territories and princedoms were I landed over to Hnglisli 
officers. l)p to 12<MM> acres land were given to each of them with total 
jurisdiction and authority over the land. 

By 1701 .a hundred years after the Hast India company arrived in India, 
a number of territories were already under British rale. Hvenuially. in 
17 J 7. (Ire Hnglish usur[)ed oneof ilic territories of Mysore and ap|>oiiHc<l 
an Hngiishm.it) as governor over the territory. 

In a similar fashion, by about 1740, four of lire mam territories of India 
lell into British hands. 

The birth of ShAh WallyullAh 

During this time, when the British hail virtual control over a number of 
territories, in 1702. in Delhi, a boy was Kim in I lie ItouschoJdol Sliaikli 
AKIur-Uahhi)- When this hoy opened his eves, he saw' that a number of 
territories were Being ruled over by foreigners, the British. VYlto was this 
boy'.’ This boy was Shah Waliyullal). AUtiltu Akbar' 

The Bi'ilisll tame lo India in 16(11 and Shall Waliyullal) was bom in 
1702. By 1740. Shall Waliyullah realized that the British had already 
seized control of lour of the main territories. 

friends! I wish lo briefly introduce you lo Shall Waliyullah. Shalt 
Waliviillah was the first person in the history of India lo deliver a lesson 
of lladtih. There was no oiher lesson of llaclillt ever delivered before 
him. Shah Waliyullal) went lo learn lladtih by an Alim of Makkah 
Mukanamuh. Shaikh Abu Tahir Madani and ihen lie relumed to India 
and sinned leaching lladtih lor the firsi lime in India. As a result, the 
links of all I lie various schools of thought in India, be they the 
Deobandi. the Barclwi or the Ahle-1 ladllli. are all academically linked 
up to Shi’ih Waliyullah (RuhmautHaiii Alayh). In India, iknic of the 
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schools cif llioughl tMin he linked lo anyone oilier Until him mis llie 
leaching oh I ladilh commenced wi|h liim in iluil counny. 

The first translation of the Holy Quran 

I i tend'-’ Wlvn Sliiih Waliynlliih wiincsH\l I lie liriiish sci/ma MUUhoriiy 
In hii nil lour sides, lie. Inr ihe very firs I lime ever, irnnskilcd ilie Holy 
Quiiiii into I'ersiuii. Allow me n> iiiloiin you iIimil in ihe twelve In inched 
ye;iis prior |i> (Ins iranslniion, |he I loly was never (runshik'd from 
Arnhie imo any oilier foreign InueinJee. lie was die lirsi person 10 
irniislnle ii into Persian. Alien him. his soil. Slnili Ahdul-A/.i/. wnoie ;i 
commentary oil die Quinn in IVimmui. This cDinmcnlaiy is known mis 
Tal’che-A/t/i. ThcrcMilier. liis oilier sons, Sliiih kal i-nd-l )hi and 
Shall Alvdiil-Qfidir ii'ailsknccl lllis Qiu'iiil limn 1 ’ei'siail into l ulu l'p lo 
I liisduc. ihe imiishilK ui c; lined mil hy die si his < d Sliiih W;i Its ill lull li>rm 
die basis of Mill die Urdu irniislnlions oh ihe Holy Quran loiind in die 
sdheoi nine ni. 

I riends’ (Inly die new translations which conform |o (lie I i;j ns hi lions oh 
Slifili Ahdnl-Qiidir Mind Slnili K.il Mid-I)in Mile eon eel. As Joi' die 
iranslalioiis which do in’I eonlonn lo these I mil ski I ions, even lod.iy. die 
government oh die llniicd Arab l.miralcs impounds Mill llv'e translations 
hecMiusc iJiey do nol eoiiJoun lo ihe original Ij'anskilion eniried oul hy 
Slliill Wiiliy. ii lli'ill. 

I lie rid s' I lie work tnnied oil) on Ihe Holy Q infill wmjs Him iniliiiled in 
Indiii hy Sliiih W;iJiyuJJiili. lie w;is Hie Jijsl one lo imnskile (lie Holy 
Quran and also ihe first (Vison io dissemin;iie (lie knowledge oh I Indilli 
in Indiij. Why did SIimjJi W'aliyullali dike lllis iniliulive'.’ Sliiili WmjI iy ijIImjJi 
JVM ili/.ed ihiii il Isliimic kin>wledge was noi pidjiMigiiied. die JlrilisJi 
government will eoniinue consolidating i|s s\v;iy mer Indni. 

Slifili Wiiliy ul kill also wane mi h<H'k eiiliilecl 'IltijMiitlitiiiil-Iiti /V;’.Tl le 
(.llama are i|iiiie nware oh ihe fuel lh;1 1 m die history oh Isklm. nohody 
lied wrinen 11 hook oh lllis imiure he ho re Slifili Wal i\ul kill, lie wns die 
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first person to employ die Quranic verses to p< irli ;i> tho economic 
system of Islam. lie portrayed llic fiscal policies of Islam. llic policies 
of (tie slate and ils political system, and llic philosophy ol'<ta/.cltiitsi a 
law etc. This lvK>k was plagiarised a Her seseiily years bs f.ctinuti and 
Marx. I Ik’ principles of ibis hook were plagiarised. the sources ol flic 
Quran and Allah were obliieiaied aiul presented with llic name ol 
communism. SVc Jo hai e proof to back (Ins claim. Shah Wuliyudati wax 
llic first man toprcxcin il»eeconomicphilosophies of Islrim. Ills books. 
ffi ijjti/u Hi'th il-Ilt't !> ut Kilt. I n)h <»):. lic-lti ill i vvu h. Imttdul- lltm miain. a ml 
oilier steal works are all proof ofhis erudition and philosophical ideas. 

friends! Shall Wnliyulliih slood nji lo Ills challenges of the liinah 
iiurmoil) of ihc Anmii/ap and the I iinali ol the Qnramht. lie voiced 
lihail (battle) ajininsi die iradiiions ol die Sikhs and Hindus. 

Jihad gainst the British 

Dm ins litis lime, in 1762, Shall WaliyuUah left this world before his 
depatiure front tins world, in IT.'*.), lie was blessed will! die hirth of a 
child. Shall Ahdul A/i/. In 1762. tiller (lie demise of his falher. Shall 
Ahdul A /\y succeeded his lather in leadline lladith In 1772, when lie 
saw dial ilie lliiiish cos ei’i mien I had seized viriuul eontml of the 
coimiry. he. I or die 1 ii si lime In hisiory. planted the seeds ol uiiUupmiMii 
;i!i;iinsi die British. lie was (he first person to pass a 1 atwa of the 
validity of Jihad atuiinvi llic Hi iiisJiand llicirsiipf toilets in India. ( \t,'islut 
Afh'thl 


Sultan Tippu 

Whilst lids 1 jiiwsi was being? issued, n mail by die name of IJaydar Ali 
who was a soldier of die British anily in lndi;i. was blessed with a soil. 
When ibis son mew up and Icarni that ihe l Mama issued a 1 atwa of.lihad 
aiiainsi the Uriiish, lie began training a croup of volunteers. When lie 
witnessed liis people in Ihe shackles ol slavery. he was unable lo contain 
his emotions, lie assembled a croup of uikinleer-. who pledged llieir 
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olleiiniiec limn (hit youib: nun rifilM until (heir denilis. Who w;is litis 
young nun' 1 Ik 1 \v;is I lie son of JJiiydjir I i ;ind Ins inline veils loinji Ali, 
liislnrunllv known nsTippn Snllsm. 

friends’ i> ue |o ihc I nlwfi of slinli AKIul A/T/, in 177?, I nliih Ali 
Snlliin Tippu inili.iled ilie neliul filiiid iignirisl ilie llrilish. In I7'<2. 
SnJuin Tippn nceoinpniiied by bis ;iiniy euiiie i<i n pJuee culled M;ii;inj;i]t 
k);id;un where lie ins ik'd lltc llritMi jirim in ennie wul net!<>li;iic some 
seiilemeni. Nevertheless. ilie> eveiiiuallv fouglii loin him lev in Mysore. 
SnJuin Tippu nlso e lie need in plivsieul eoinhui uyuiiiisi iJte eiienty. In 
fuel. mvvoids ihe end. he vvns Ml lighling nil jilone. Hie liriiish were, 
ulierull. ;i very euniiing mu ion. When iliey iv:ili/ed ili:n iliey won i be 
uhlc toovercome Null,in's dissension cusuullv. iliey honeln oil Snlliin 
lippn's eli ie I eeiieinl. Mir SfnJii.|. by tempi ini: him wiili 22IHHI acres of 

liJlkl. 


Our present condition 

friends’ llnw Jcvi;jloJ me we linhy, here in l’;ikis|;m. Look ;i| die 
condiiioii of ihis unlucky iunion! l odny in die eolleees mid iniivetsilies. 
I lie liisli’iy oi Sudan Tippu is n<>i even covered in lull. In lud. the phoio 
in these books depieiimj die Sulpm is not even his phoio. The phoio 
ponied iri die books of Jiisloiy is :i phoio of n mini williool :i he;inl 
where;is Sullnii Tippn never shaved Ins Kurd .ill his lile. lie wusipiile 
p;ii‘|ienl;ir ol ilie Nniin;ih heard. 

The piety of Sultan Tlppu 

Muul.in.i Husain All mud Mml.iiu RtiiimtituUiihi Almin wiiies ill Jiis 
MuOi'ibi'ii: "Nnheni Tippu was;i tjuiubof his link.'. lie was very regular 
wilh his TuJuj jnd Sul.ih :is well." 

Wily iloii I yon snidy Ilie leliers Suluin Tippu wroie lo Say yid Ah mud 
simhid (Ka/tMiHiUtiiii tilaih/! In one of his letters, he writes: "I 
wish to root out the Luclish from the sub-continent find 
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establish an Islamic government.” The philosophy of an 
Islamic government on the sub-continent was first 
established by Sultan Tippu. 

Friends! His piety can be gauged from the following 
incident: after the completion of the Jamie Masjid he had 
built at Mysore, he issued a statement that only an Alim who 
is a Sahibe-Tartib should lead the first Jamat at the Masjid. 
The Ulama know that a Sahibe-Tartib is a reference to a 
person who has not missed five or more Salah collectively. 

When Sultan Tippu issued this statement that only a Sahibe- 
Tartib should lead the first Salah, all the Ulama remained 
standing in their places. When he saw none of them 
advancing to lead the Salah, he submitted: “I did not want to 
expose this but since I attained puberty up to this day, I did 
not miss out five Salah collectively.” (He then went ahead 
and performed the Salah.) He was such a pious person and 
today his enemies keep their dogs’ names after him. 

The present-day curriculum has expressed its hostility 
towards Sultan Tippu. Those who have kept their dogs’ 
names after him can never be his followers. They are the 
adopted children of Mir Sadiq (his chief general). Right up 
to this day, there still exists a (cultural) branch of the British 
family tree in our country. They still prefer British 
colonialism, British royalty, British culture and a British 
lifestyle. Those who prefer British culture should emigrate 
from this country and seek asylum by their (cultural) 
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‘forefathers’. This country is a country for the anti-British 
only. Hostility towards the English is embedded in the 
foundations of this country. 

Friends! I am opening the pages of history before you. I 
hope you will remember these pages of history and gain 
some benefit from them. 

Friends! As I was saying, Sultan Tippu was martyred in 
1792 whilst fighting all alone right up to the very end. 
Friends! He was the same Mujahid who remarked: “The life 
of one day of a lion is far better than a life of hundred years 
of a jackal.” This Mujahid was martyred at the fort of 
Mysore whilst his chief general Mir Sadiq betrayed him for 
an allocation of 22000 acres of land. 

Friends! Now we have two groups in the field. Understand 
this well. I wish to express my views more accurately. One 
group headed by Mir Sadiq supported the British whilst the 
group engaging in hostilities against the British was headed 
by Sultan Tippu. And who was the person who issued a 
Fatwa in support of Jihad against the British? Shah 
AbduiAziz (Rahmatullahi alaih)\ If he did not issue this Fatwa, 
the movement of the freedom of India would probably never 
have went off the ground. The movement of ‘the silken 
shawls’ would probably never have started. The various 
movements in the sub-continent would not have been 
initiated. The war of Balakot would not have been fought. 
Due to the Fatwa of Shah Abdul-Aziz, the Muslims of India 



learnt to stand united and fight against the British. 

Friends! In 1792, when Sultan Tippu was martyred, the 
British felt that a major impediment to their objectives was 
removed. A thorn had been yanked away from their backs. 
Thereafter Nawab Sirajud-Dawlah comes to the battle field. 
He lead the Muslims in the battle of Pilasi. This battle 
persisted for 32 hours non-stop. In this battle also, the 
British bought off Sirajud-Dawlah’s chief general Mir Jafar 
and also one of the other generals. Sirajud-Dawlah, like his 
predecessor Tippu, was also martyred. 

In the history of India, we find two groups; one made up of 
traitors and the other of loyalists. One group was hostile 
towards the British whilst the other was pro-British. Even up 
to this day, there are people in this country who are pro- 
British through and through. The group who was hostile 
towards the British at that time was made up of the Ulama 
of Deoband. 

Friends! Understand all this well. I am not in a habit of 
lengthy preambles. All I am trying to explain is what 
eventually transpired in India. How did sectarianism come 
about in India? Who initiated the movement of Ghulam 
Ahmad Qadiyani? I ask you, how did so many forms of 
turmoil engulf this sub-continent? What was the role of the 
estate owners in this country? How did the allocation of up 
to 22000 acres of land ever come about? Who called Ata- 
Ullah Shah Bukhari a traitor? Who issued a Fatwa of Kufr 
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on Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani? And today, who is 
initiating the Fitnah of Takfir (the issue of regarding a major 
portion of the Muslim population as disbelievers.)? Who is 
referring to the Imams of the Haram as Kafirs? This is a true 
story which needs to be understood from its very inception 
up to this present day. If you understand the background to 
this story, you will understand the philosophy surrounding 
the hostilities gripping this subcontinent. Listen to the pages 
of history unfurling before you. Today I am exposing you to 
the pages of history and you will learn where sectarianism 
got its roots. You will also learn where the evil people 
evolved from. I do not wish to mention any names 
explicitly. 

The tyranny of Rajah Ranjit Singh 

Friends! At this stage we have two groups; one of the 
traitors and the other of the loyalists. What happened after 
the martyrdom of Nawab Sirajud-Dawlah? After his demise, 
Rajah Ranjit Singh became the governor of Punjab. He 
became the governor in 1840. At that time, the Sarhad 
(frontier region) was also part of Punjab. During the course 
of his rule, Rajah Ranjit Singh initiated a spell of tyranny 
and aggression against the Muslims. He transformed the 
court-yard of the Shahi Mosque into a stable. His aggression 
did not even spare the honour of women. 

Eventually, news of this tyranny reaches Ray Bareli. In Ray 
Bareli there lived a pious servant of Allah Sf by the name of 
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The four sons of Shah Waliyullah 

I wish to inform you that Shah Waliyullah had four sons. 
The eldest was Shah Abdul-Aziz. The second son was Shah 
Abdul-Qadir, the third was Shah Rafrud-Din and the fourth 
son’s name was Shah Abdul-Ghani (Rahmatullahi alaih). All 
four of them were Mufassirs of the Quran and Muhaddithin. 
All four of them were also Qutubs (great saints) of their 
times. 

A brief history of the first son has already been mentioned 
to you previously. He was the person who issued the first 
Fatwa of Jihad in India. Shah Abdul-Qadir and Shah Rafiud- 
Din were the first to translate the Quran into Urdu. The 
youngest son was Shah Abdul Ghani. His greatest miracle 
was that he was blessed with a son whom we today refer to 
as Shah Ismail Shahid. 

Friends! Shah Ismail Shahid was a grandson of Shah 
Waliyullah, nephew of Shah Abdul-Aziz and the son of 
Shah Abdul-Ghani (Rahmatullahi alaihim). 

When Rajah Ranjit Singh was appointed governor, Sayyid 
Ahmad Shahid left Ray Bareli for Delhi. He acquired Ilm 
under the guidance of Shah Abdul-Aziz. Whilst Sayyid 
Ahmad Shahid was acquiring Ilm, Shah Abdul-Aziz’s 
nephew, Shah Ismiil Shahid, became a Murid (disciple) of 
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The two Barelis 

Friends! In India we have two big cities (with similar 
names). One is Ray Bareli and the other is Ulta Bans Bareli. 
Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was bom in Ray Bareli and the 
history of the other Bareli you are well-acquainted with. I do 
not wish to repeat it at this stage. 

Jihad against Rajah Ranjit Singh 

When Sayyid Ahmad Shahid of Ray Bareli heard of the 
aggression of Rajah Ranjit Singh against the Muslims, he 
made an appeal to the Muslims to submit their names for 
Jihad. He informed all his disciples that Jihad against Rajah 
Ranjit Singh has become obligatory upon us. Finally in 
1826, together with 750 Mujahidin and 10 000 disciples, he 
sets out from Ray Bareli. Before Sayyid Ahmad Shahid set 
out from Ray Bareli, he had already despatched his student 
Shah Ismail Shahid to Punjab in order to investigate the 
conditions of the Muslims. Shah Ismail Shahid verified the 
reports of the tyranny being carried out against the Muslims 
and the transformation of Musjids into stables. 

Immediately in verifying this report, Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
issued a statement of Jihad. A big group of volunteers - 
which increased at times and decreased at times - joined the 
forces of the Mujahidin. 



i ~tphe -'' //iriniri oi Q)eoiuind 


‘{Page-2 7 


This force left Bareli and treading its way through the 
mountain passes of Khaybar and Julan finally landed in 
Peshawar in 1827. You will be surprised to learn that they 
conquered Peshawar in the very first attack. 

After their conquest, the next morning, Shah Ismail Shahid 
stood at the market place in Peshawar and announced: 
“From today onwards, the government of Amirul-Muminin 
Sayyid Ahmad Shahid will be in control of Peshawar. With 
immediate effect, the government imposes a ban on liquor, 
gambling, illicit entertainments, theft, opium and 
marijuana.” 

This announcement was made by the student of Sayyid 
Ahmad Shahid, Shah Ismail Shahid. It was on Sunday the 
first of May when he imposed a ban on liquor in Peshawar. 
According to my research on history, a hundred and fifty 
years after Shah Ismail Shahid, when his spiritual son Mufti 
Mahmud comes to power in Peshawar, he again imposes a 
ban on alcohol. The day he swore an oath and banned 
alcohol was also on Sunday the 1st of May 1972. On the 1st 
of May 1827 Shah Ismail Shahid imposes a ban on alcohol 
in Peshawar and again on the 1st of May 1972 in the very 
same Peshawar, Mufti Mahmud imposes a ban on alcohol. 
This is a historical coincidence? This is a non-ending 
stimulating story of our pious predecessors. 

Friends! In 1827 when Peshawar fell into the hands of the 
Mujahidin, they advanced further into enemy territory and 
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captured Shankkyari, Itmanzi, Akorah and continued further. 
During the course of their conquests, a representative of 
Rajah Ranjit Singh comes to Sayyid Ahmad Shahid and 
conveys the Rajah’s message: “Shah Sahib!” he pleaded, 
“You will be in total control of all the areas you have 
conquered. Please do not go any further. Put a stop to all 
further conquests.” Sayyid Ahmad Shahid replies: “O Ranjit 
Singh! I did not come out with a lust for territorial 
aggrandizement nor am I spurred by a lust for power. I came 
to deliver the Muslim people from your barbaric tyranny and 
oppression. As long as your tyranny persists, Sayyid Ahmad 
Shahid may be torn to pieces, but he will not move an inch 
backwards.” This was Sayyid Ahmad Shahid (Rahmatullahi 
alaihfs slogan. 


Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 

Friends! Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was not an ordinary person. 
You may study the entire history of this subcontinent. I can 
safely claim, as far as my research is concerned, apart from 
Shah Waliyullah, this subcontinent hasn’t produced a greater 
Wali and Pir than Sayyid Ahmad Shahid (Rahmatullahi alaih). 
He had 400 000 disciples. 2,6 million Sikhs converted to 
Islam on his hands. Such a great personality that 350 000 
Kuffar accepted Islam after reading his student’s book, 
Taqwiyatul-Imdn. You probably never set eyes on such a 
great man. It has been narrated about him that if he had to 
stand before a crowd of people, just by beholding him, they 
would all repent from their sins even if the crowd numbered 



a few hundred thousand people. Just by looking at his face, 
a disbeliever would accept Islam. A boozer and adulterer 
would immediately repent from his sins. He was a very 
pious Wali of Allah St and a Qutub of his times. During the 
course of his student days under the tutelage of Shah Abdul- 
Aziz, when he opened his book one day, he couldn’t see any 
letters in it. When he complained of this to his Ustad, Shah 
Abdul-Aziz Sahib, he consoled him: “Allah St will make 
you independent of the Ilm of the books and award you with 
Ti m from His side.” This was a reference to Hme-Ladunni 
(Allah-inspired knowledge) which was bestowed upon him. 

The battle of Balakot 

Friends! He was no ordinary man. Nonetheless, he rejected 
this offer put forward by the Rajah and continued advancing. 
At some places they stayed for a month whilst at certain 
places they camped for up to six months. Finally, on the first 
of May 1831, this group reached the mountains of Balakot. 
Balakot is in Pakistan not in India. You may go and visit the 
place. I have also seen this place with my sinful eyes. Just 
recently on the fifth of May, with the grace of Allah St, I 
delivered a lecture on the veiy same mountainous area of 
Balakot. I also told the inhabitants of Balakot that these 
were the very same mountains where over a hundred years 
ago, the memories of the battles of Badr and Uhud were 
refreshened. These were the very same mountains where the 
martyrs had shed their blood. Today in Pakistan there are 
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some ill-fated people whose perceptions leave me 
dumbfounded. Look at the lamentable state of this country. 
There are some people here who issue Fatwas of Kufr upon 
Sayyid Ahmad Shahid and Shah Ismail Shahid (Rahmatulldhi 
alaihma). They refer to these personalities as contemptuous 
and also as agents of the Sikhs. I would like to comment that 
when a person speaks, he at least thinks and then speaks. 
However, here it seems as though the very substance of 
thinking is depleted. How can he be an agent of the Sikhs? 
He stood up against them and fought right up to the very 
end. He did not retreat by allocating some land to himself as 
others had done before him. In fact he fought them right 
until he was decapitated. His tomb is still in the bazaar area 
of Balakot up to this day. And the tomb of Sayyid Ahmad 
Shahid’s student, Shah Ismail Shahid, is about a mile from 
this bazaar on a mountain. At the foot of this mountain, 
there is a river flowing as well. His head lies buried in one 
place, his limbs are buried separately whilst the other parts 
of his body are buried in graves scattered all about the 
mountain. A traitor will never sacrifice his body to bits and 
pieces like this. An agent would have been well protected 
and escaped unscathed. An agent would not have scattered 
his body parts all around the mountain. 

Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was no ordinary man. On the first of 
May 1831 they landed on the mountains of Balakot and they 
set up camp that night on the mountain. One of the local 
villages betrayed the Mujahdin to the forces of Rajah Ranjit 
Singh. They launched an attack at night from the back of the 
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mountain. On the fifth of May, whilst Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
was in Sajdah in Tahajjud Salah, he was beheaded by the 
enemy. On the same day, Shah Ismail Shahid takes 
command of the battlefield and he went on fighting for the 
next four days. 

O you who belittle such a great man! O you foolish ones! 
Did you ever hear of a man who had such intense love for 
Rasulullah Ml When a Sikh verbally abused Rasulullah M, 
Shah Ismail Shahid retorted: “By Allah! I will not die till I 
have beheaded you.” Allahu Akbar! He swore an oath. It 
appears in the Hadith that Rasulullah M said: “There are 
such pious and devoted servants of Allah H in this Ummah 
that if they swear an oath upon Allah St, He will ensure that 
their oaths are realized.” If they swear an oath that it will 
rain tomorrow, then Allah §§ makes it rain just so that their 
oaths are realized. 

Friends! Shah Ismail Shahid was a very pious soul who was 
intoxicated with divine love as can be ascertained from his 
statement, ‘I will not die till I have beheaded you’. When 
Shah Ismail Shahid was attacked with a sword by an enemy 
of Rasulullah M, his head got severed and fell to the ground. 
In spite of him being decapitated, he miraculously still holds 
onto his sword and runs after the enemy of Rasulullah M. 
From a distance of about a furlong (± 200 metres), he hurls 
the sword upon the enemy. The sword finds its way right 
through the enemy’s body and he falls to the ground. 
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Thereafter. Shah Ismail Shahid also falls lo the around. 

I'liciKlsf Only after lie kills die enemy of Rasiilullah he 
lulls to the around. Who can he a greater lover of Rasulullali 
:•> than him? 

Study the books of Shah Ismail Shahid tKdttmiuitUiiti »!<t, 
Read his book 'Mattsctbi -httwiiaf. Stud)' his book 
■ hu/niyinul-Imth)'. Your Tnian will be reinvigoraied. An 
aversion tow ards Hidah (innovations) w ill he created in your 
heart. You will he distanced from Shirk t polytheism). 0 you 
who claim that he was disrespectful to Rasiilullah ■*! Study 
the poems he has compiled on the admiration of Rasulullali 
Ry Allah! Kvery stan/a is sucli that it will leave the 
reader cold. The love lie expressed lor Rasulullali ■* will 
render a man enrapttired hy divine ecstasy. This was the 
rank of these personalities. 

Nevertheless. Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was martyred on the 
fifth of May and Shah Ismail Shahid on the ninth on the 
mountains of lialakoi. 450 Mujahidin under the leadership 
of Shah Ismail Shahid were also martyred on these 
mountains. Only about 100 Mujahidin survived this battle. 
Amongst the survivors were Maulana Muhammad I a tar 
Thanesri. Maulana Wilavat Ali. Maul ana Mamliik Ali. and 
Man I ana Yajiya Ali iRu/iinutuittiin niniiniii. 


This incident took place on the mountains of lialakoi from 




the first of May up to the tenth of May 1831. Even today, if 
you look at these mountains with concentration and deep 
reflection, you will be able to see the blood of the martyrs 
flowing on these mountains. 

Friends! This battle is referred to as the ‘Battle of Balakot’. 
And these Mujahidin are referred to as the ‘martyrs of 
Balakot’. 

'Ulama meet for freedom of India 

Friends! This battle in which these Mujahidin were martyred 
lasted from the first up to the tenth of May 1831. And a few 
of the Mujahdin returned safely after this date. After 1831, 
when the Ulama realized that the British government was 
getting more and more fortified in the country, they called 
up a number of meetings first. Many warriors gathered from 
all parts of the country and many decisive battles were 
fought against the British. This continued for some time. In 
1856, a meeting of all the senior Ulama of India was called 
up in Delhi. This meeting was attended, amongst others, by 
Maulana JafarThanesri, Maulana WilayatAli, Maulana Haji 
Imdadullah Muhajire-Makki, Maulana Muhammad Qasim 
Nanotwi, Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi and Hafiz 
Damin Shahid (Rahmatulldhi alaih) m. hi this meeting Maulana 
Qasim Nanotwi is reported to have said: “Aren’t you aware 
that the British are sitting right on our heads. They have laid 
a snare of their rule throughout the country. Be prepared for 
some rather decisive battles against them. We will either be 




TTle-' ' // in11in op ^eoliand 


< jPa(jc- 3 4 


cut to pieces or fight against them right up to the end. We 
will not allow the British to live in this country.” 

As Maulana Nanotwi mentioned this, one person stood up 
and remarked: "Hadrat! We are very few in number and our 
resources are very limited.” Hadrat Nanotwi gave him a very 
momentous answer: “Is our number less than the number of 
the Mujahidin of Badr?” The moment he uttered these 
words, a spirit of Jihad was rekindled in their hearts. 

Friends! On the words of Hadrat Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaih), 
a firm decision was made to free India from the clutches of 
the British. In the history of India, two major wars played an 
important role in her freedom from the British; the first was 
the War of Independence which took place in 1857 and the 
second was the war of ‘the red shawls’. The foundation for 
the second war was laid by Maulana Nanotwi’s student, 
Maulana Mahmudul-Hasan (Rahmatulldhi alaih). And the 
foundation of the War of Independence (the first one), was 
laid by the student of Haji Imdadullah, Maulana Qasim 
Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaihma). 


14000 'Ulama are sent to the gallows 

Friends! This was one of the most decisive battles fought 
against the British in India. About fourteen thousand Ulama 
were executed after this battle. I will furnish you with the 
historical facts surrounding this battle. 
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Friends! There is a group here in Pakistan which is always 
considerate to the British and partial in their favour. They 
claim that the battle of 1857 was not actually a battle but it 
was a mutiny. In our books also, it is referred to as a mutiny. 
Those who prefer to please the west refer to it as a mutiny. 
(We will call it a battle). Today also the Ulama should 
oppose this and fight for their independence. How could this 
be a mutiny. This was a battle for independence headed by 
Haji Imdadullah Muhajire-Makki and Maulana Qasim 
Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaihma). 


Friends! The battle of independence of 1857 was fought on 
two fronts; one in Ambala under the leadership of Maulana 
Jafar Thanesri and the other in Shamli under the leadership 
of Haji Imdadullah Makki ( Rahmatulldhi alaihma). 

Friends! You will be surprised to learn that the Ulama took 
active part in these battles. Catapults and gunfire was used 
against them. Many of them lost their lives as martyrs. 
Maulana Muhammad Damin was also martyred. Maulana 
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (Rahmatulldhi alaih) and Maulana 
Qasim Nanotwi sustained injuries. Many others were also 
martyred in this battle. However, due to their limited 
resources and due to the betrayal of a few people, the Ulama 
failed to win this Battle of Independence of 1857. Although 
they lost the war, they did not lose the spirit of freedom 
abounding within them. The spark of freedom failed to be 
snuffed out. The spirit of freedom remained alive. The 
Ulama did not throw in the towel and surrender to the 
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The imperialist endeavour to snuff out 
the spirit of Jihad 

At the termination of this battle of 1857, the British viceroy 
to India requested his own ministers and counsellors of India 
to submit a report on how they can firmly secure the British 
government’s hold over India in the post-war period. 

One of the leading politicians of India, Doctor William Yur 
submitted a report to the viceroy. I wish to inform you of the 
contents of this report. He wrote: “Of the entire population 
of India, the Muslims are the most spirited and vigilant. The 
battle of independence was fought mainly by the Muslims. 
As long as the Muslims cherish the spirit of Jihad, we will 
not be able to impose our rule upon them. Hence, first and 
foremost, the snuffing out of this spirit is imperative. The 
only way this can be achieved is by weeding out the Ulama 
and by eradicating the Quran.” 

Acting on this advice, in 1861 the government launched a 
campaign against the Quran. 300 000 copies of the Holy 
Quran were set alight by the government. Thereafter, they 
made a resolution to eradicate the Ulama. 

An English historian, Mr. Thompson writes in his memoirs: 
“From 1864 to 1867, the British government firmly resolved 
to eradicate all the Ulama of India. These three years are one 
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of the most heart-wrenching periods of Indian history. The 
British hanged 14 000 Ulama to death. From Chandi Chowk 
of Delhi up to Khaibar, not a single tree was spared the neck 
of the Ulama. The Ulama were wrapped in pig-skin and 
hurled alive into blazing furnaces. Their bodies were 
branded with hot copper rods. They used to be made to stand 
on the backs of elephants and tied to high trees. The 
elephants would then be driven away and they would be left 
hanging by their necks. A makeshift gallows was set up in 
the courtyard of the Shahi Mosque of Lahore and each day 
up to eighty Ulama were hanged to death. The Ulama were 
at times wrapped up in sacks and dumped into the Rawi 
river of Lahore after which a hail of bullets would be 
pumped into each sack.” 

Thompson writes further: “As I got into my camp at Delhi, 
I perceived a stench of putrefied flesh. As I stepped out and 
went behind my camp, I saw a blazing fire of live coals. I 
saw a group of forty naked Ulama being led into the fire. As 
I was witnessing this scene, another group of forty Ulama 
were brought onto the field. Right before my eyes, their 
clothes were taken off their bodies. The English commander 
addressed them thus: ‘O Molvies! Just as these Ulama are 
being roasted over this fire, you will also be roasted. To save 
yourselves, just one of you must proclaim that you were not 
part of the 1857 uprising of freedom. I will release all of you 
the moment I hear just one of you affirming this.” 

Thompson writes: “By the Lord who has created me! Not 
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one of the Ulama said any such thing. All of them were 
roasted over the fire and another group was also brought and 
roasted over the blazing fire. Not a single Alim surrendered 
to the demands of the British.” 

Today some people here in Pakistan claim that Pakistan was 
formed through the efforts of so and so. I know there are 
efforts underway to prove this claim. Let me ask these 
people who are unaware of the history of their predecessors, 
if Pakistan was really formed with the efforts of those whom 
you mention, then what about the 14000 Ulama who were 
hanged to death? What about their sacrifices? Why did they 
fight and achieve martyrdom? Why did they sacrifice their 
necks? Did the sacrifices of these Ulama play no role in the 
formation of Pakistan? 

Are you not aware of the historical role played by Shah 
Ahmad Madarisi? When he was hand-cuffed and presented 
to an English officer, the officer burst out crying and said: 
‘‘Shah Sahib! You are my Ustad, I read a certain Arabic 
book under your tutorship in Madras. We are authorised to 
release you only if you proclaim just once that you took no 
part in the 1857 uprising of freedom. I will release you now 
if you just say this once.” What an astounding response this 
elicited from Shah Sahib: “O my English student! I will not 
go against Rasulullah S just to save my life.” 

These were great people! Oh! These were superior 
personalities! A poet laments: 
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Friends! After the war of 1857, Maulana Jafar Thanesri was 
sentenced to death by hanging. Maul&nS Yahy& AN Sahib’s 
beard was shaved off. When MaulSnS was sentenced to 
death, he was brought over from the jail at Ambala to 
Lahore. What was his condition when he was thrown into 
the Kotlapit jail at Lahore" 1 Alas' How* saddening! Maulana 
writes in his history of Kala Pani: "Our hands were 
manacled, our feet were in shackles. Our clothes were in 
tatters. Iron bars were secured around our w'aists. In this 
condi tion we were escorted on foot from Ambala to Kotlapit 
jail in Lahore. The moment we entered Kotlapit jail, the 
superintendent remarked: "These Mullas will not renounce 
their activities in this manner. This is not sufficient for them. 
Confine each of them to iron cages.” 

Maulana ThSnesri writes: “A special iron cage was made for 
each one of us. Blood was flowing from our hands and feet. 
They threw us into these cages made of sharp-edged iron 
bars. We couldn't even lie down nor sit in these cages. We 
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were then dumped into the dungeon of the prison. After 
some time, we were deposited into one of the coaches of a 
goods train and informed that were to be hanged at the 
district jail of Multan.” 

Hadrat Thanesri writes further: "We were despatched to 
Multan in the same coach all the way. It took us three 
months from Lahore to Multan. At some places the coach 
would wait ten days and at some places up to a month. This 
was in the midst of the summer season with hot winds 
blasting against us. When we reached Multan station, we 
were blind-folded and escorted to the district jail of Multan. 
By the same evening we were informed that we would be 
executed the next morning. That night we rejoiced and were 
unable to contain our happiness. 

Exiled to the black waters 

The next morning, an English officer came and asked us: 
"Molvies! What’s happening to you? You are rejoicing 
when soon you will be executed?” Hadrat Thanesri gave him 
a wonderful reply: “We are rejoicing because we are sinners 
and we always thought that we would die on our beds 
uncertain whether our sins will be forgiven or not. However, 
now we will die the death of a martyr. As you execute us, 
we will find ourselves present at the Hawd (pond) of 
Rasulullah 3.” 


Alas! The white man replied: “Molvies! The death you are 
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so passionate about will also not come to you so easily. You 
will not even be put to death. You will be sentenced to 
fourteen years each to the black waters.” 2 


Maulana says: “When our execution order was changed, I 
involuntarily uttered the following poetic words: 


“31 e one eii^ilie j'or the hereafter received a Sentence j-urth er detention. 


What can I say. Oh! As I was being released I got left out.” 
In other words, if I was executed, I would have been 
released. He described execution and death as a release from 
this world. As he was being released, he got left to stay in 
this world. These were veiy great and strange people. 

As Maulana Thanesri was being led away to the black 
waters, his wife and children were summoned for a final 
meeting with him. Maulana narrates: “My eight-year-old son 
came to prison to visit me. As he set his eyes on the 
manacles of my hands and the shackles on my feet, he burst 
out crying. My wife also started weeping very bitterly. I 
addressed them thus: “Children! There is no need to get 
agitated over anything. If Allah IS spares the life of your 
father, he will return to you and if He does not spare his life, 
then we will meet at the Haude-Kawthar.” What a 


2 A reference to the Andaman Islands off the coast of India 
where Indian prisoners were despatched during the British rule. 
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marvellous answer he gave them. They were great people. 
The extent of their sacrifices cannot be recounted 
sufficiently. Their sacrifices continued right until 1867. 

Friends! From 1864 to 1867, the British annihilated all the 
Ulama of India. Really speaking, there were no Ulama left 
in India. By 1867, not a single religious institute remained. 
You would be quite astonished to leam that in 1601, when 
the British arrived in India, there were a thousand Dini 
institutes in Delhi alone. By 1867, they didn’t leave a single 
Madrasah standing in the entire sub-continent. Shah 
Waliyullah’s Madrasah, Madrasah Rahimiyyah, was bull¬ 
dozed to the ground by the English. Not a part of it was left 
standing. By 1867, not a single Madrasah was left. As a 
result, Ulama were becoming scarce. 

The establishment of Darul Ulum 
Deoband 

Around this time, Maulana Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi 
(Rahmatulldhi alaih ) saw Rasulullah M in a dream wherein he 
instructed him to establish a Madrasah in the village of 
Deoband. According to this glad-tiding, on the fifth of 
Muharram, 30 May 1866, Maulana Muhammad Qasim 
Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaih ) laid the foundation of a 
Madrasah in Deoband under a pomegranate tree. This 
Madrasah is called Darul Ulum Deoband and its students are 
referred to as the Ulama of Deoband. 
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Friends! This Madrasah was established to resist the 
English. Why was this Madrasah established? To annihilate 
British culture from this country. Why was it established? 
So that the Muslims can become well-acquainted with their 
cultural legacies. 

Friends! This is something to think about. Maulana Qasim 
Nanotwi was a student of Maulana Mamluk Ali. Maulana 
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi was Maulana Qasim’s class mate. 
Maulana Mamluk Ali had two students; one Maulana 
Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi and the other was Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan. Maulana Mamluk Ali’s first student, Maulana 
Qasim Nanotwi established a Madrasah at Deoband whilst 
the second student. Sir Sayyid Ahmad established a 
university at Aligarh. 

The achievements of Darul Ulum 
Deoband 

When 1 analyse our history of the last one hundred and fifty 
years and study the past of the Madrasah of Deoband and the 
university of Aligarh, I see that the Madrasah of Deoband 
has become a university which has produced great 
philosophers, Mujahids, Imams, Mujtahids, anti-English 
militants and warriors. It produced a Muhaddith like 
Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri, a propagator like Maulana 
Muhammad Ilyas, a wise man like Hadrat Thanwi, a great 
Mufti like Mufti Kifayatullah and many other great Ulama 
who published outstanding books on Tafsir, Hadith, history 
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and a number of commentaries on virtually every subject. 
They established other Madrasahs and Musjids throughout 
the world. Darul Ulum Deoband has universalized the 
culture and traditions of Islam. On the other hand, when we 
look at Aligarh university, which philosopher did it 
produce? I know that it produced people who greet the 
British. (People who adhere to English traditions.) 

In order to change the direction of Aligarh university, 
Shaikhul-Hind delivered a lecture on its campus and 
addressed the students: “O you young Muslim university 
students! Where are you heading? You are becoming more 
and more inclined towards English culture. What is 
happening to you? I have come to you, come let us rekindle 
the spirit of Muhammad bin Qasim and fight the British 
(culture). 

Following this lecture, (some change came about) and then 
it produced people like Maulana Muhammad Ali lawhar, 
Shawkat Ali, Hasrat Mohani and Shibli (Rahmatulldhi alaih)m. 

Friends! The Darul Ulum of Deoband played a cardinal role 
in preserving the culture, tradition, honour and the social 
status of Islam in the Indo-Pak subcontinent. 

Maulana Qasim Nanotwi’s devotion to 
Rasulullah A 


Friends! This is not something insignificant. Make an 
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analytical study of Islam. Study the history of Maulana 
Qasim Nanotwi (RohmamtuViioUith). May Allah shower his 
"rave with millions of mercies. In regards to him. Shorish 
says: 


"Jj, yt*xJ*ny {hr (<* {hr r*ybt ftttfl .{hr t rt/^r it((thr rcwlily 

ft.r. (t> (hr ftilth j'snSitin (Lib ^ . 

cvtftimini(rtttx)fvr*ttt'ty fwtyth+iyrn to mot4»(hr*3w. 

+/hr m , fibs a LtTttiitrttil cloml, i'f>*xiiitixrrl jftxdrriny jrottt waif of 

(br Jj-L auJr) ^Iwmpfrlj. 

rt (bi> 4itttliiuxr br *3 mnfthl’JJ xtx hi3 yniuflittr JJ. 

JL x:*mtiti\irA rJidiritititf (br xtJbrrrtxcr ft) fhr ..SiCJrMjl ft *tj (br br\( of rtaiuLirtd 


In regards to Shaikhul-Hind (Rahmatuilahi ataih), he writes: 


. X/«' cvrttiu ii*-*/ ivrtfrotxfiny ihr tttlcrrjifirJ brv\*y!t( wx Lftl r viciiittnJr u( (i{r, 
. ^1* iff in wXlHliplf L'fl4lntt*iy tLn iitihrf fr( < i»r :J imjj\ (y. 


These were our predecessors and this is their legacy they 
have left for us. Today there are people in Pakistan who say 
that Maulana Nanotwi was i-ude and unmannerly. I would 
have pointed out exactly who these people are but 1 am not 
in a habit of verbally picking on other’s. I believe in Maulana 
Q&sim Nanotwi who was brimming with [shqe-Rasul (love 
and adulation for Rasul nil ah >&. Every action and statement 
portrayed his adulation for Rasulullah .gs. The same Qasim 



Ti/le- ' // in11in <■/ SSeoiUW 


'jPagc -46 


Nanotwi who goes to Madinah and addresses the grave of 
Rasulullah 3 thus: 


“J mould tile to Sacrifice mySetf a tl ouSand times for you in I1/]adinaii, 
Wo that euen if .^ had to die _^ mould not he Separated from you. 


This was the extent of his love and devotion towards 
Rasulullah 3. When someone asked him why he does not 
visit the inner chambers of the tomb, he replied: “I am not as 
yet permitted.” When he finally went in and emerged 
smiling on the third day, he was asked what transpired. He 
replied: 


Wi, Waster was So gracious and hind to me that he fitted my hurta-taits for 
euen before . 9 could spread them out. j the tyaue euen before J) ashed J 
What a yreat fauour he has cotiferred upon me, the mine has tahen effect i 
before consuming it. 


Today, in this country we find people claiming that the same 
man, Maulana Qasim Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaih), was rude 
to Rasulullah 3. They say that he was of the opinion that the 
Imams of the Haram are disbelievers. (Na’auzu Billah!). It 
has been reported that when Maulana Qasim Nanotwi went 
to Madinah Munawwarah, he removed his shoes at a 
distance of seven miles before Madinah. When cautioned 
about getting injured with the stones, he replied: “I have 
removed my shoes lest my shoes trample upon the ground 
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treaded upon by the blessed feet of Rasulullah 0." 


Look at the precaution he had taken. How can he be rude to 
Rasulullah 0 when he was so cautious of trampling the 
ground with his shoes upon which Rasulullah 0 had 
treaded? How can a person who loves Rasulullah 0 to this 
extent ever say that the Imams standing in his place in the 
Haram are disbelievers? How ironical? 

Friends! Some people are even critical of Maulana Rashid 
Ahmad Gangohi (Rahmatulldhi alaih). Alas! The man who 
imparted the lessons of Hadith for forty years. The 
personality who disseminated the message of prophethood 
for forty years! Whilst imparting a lesson of Hadith one day 
in the court-yard, it started raining. As he continued 
teaching, the students picked up their books and fled 
indoors. Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi spread out his 
turban on the ground and began piling the students’ shoes 
onto it. When asked what he was doing, he replied: “I am 
picking up your shoes because you came to learn the Hadith 
of Rasulullah 0. I am not picking your shoes up, I am 
picking up the shoes of the guests of Rasulullah 0 .” 

This was the magnitude of the devotion he had towards 
Rasulullah 0. On one occasion, he was presented with dates 
of Madinah Munawwarah. Hadrat picked them up, placed it 
on his eyes, started kissing them and went on saying: “These 
are the dates of Madinah, these are the dates of Madinah.” 



Y/le- ^lliania of ^ealwttd 




(He ate the dates and then said:) “Don’t dispose of the seeds 
on the ground. These dates are very blessed.” He kept the 
seeds aside and daily he used to pulverise a few seeds with 
the aid of a mortar and pestle and place part of it in his 
mouth. Someone asked him: “Hadrat! These are only the 
seeds of the dates of Madinah Munawwarah. What’s in the 
seeds?” He replied: “You are commenting about the seeds! 
As far as my beliefs are concerned, I have firm conviction 
that even the soil of Madinah has curative properties.” 

Our academic links in the field of Hadith 

Friends! Today the people say: “The Madrasah at Deoband 
was only put up the other day. We are around from long 
before that.” However, I have already pointed out to you the 
reasons behind the establishment of Darul Ulum Deoband. 
This is only a Madrasah. Spiritual lineage does not run 
through a Madrasah. Spiritual lineage runs from Rasulullah 
3. We are proud of the fact that we are spiritually and 
academically linked right up to Rasulullah 3. Our Shaikh 
and spiritual guide, Maulana Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi 
acquired knowledge from Shah Abdul-Ghani and he 
acquired Ilm from Shah Ishaq and he from Shah Abdul-Aziz 
and he from Shah Waliyullah and he from Shaikh Abu Tahir 
Madani and he from Allamah Muhammad bin Ahmad - 
author of Majmaul-Bihar- and he from Shaikh Husamud- 
Din -author of Kanzul-Ummal- and he from Shaikh Rabi bin 
Tabi and he from Imam Abu Isa Tirmizi and he from Imam 
Bukhari and he from Hadrat Hammad and he from Abdullah 
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bin Mubarak and lie from Abu Hamfnli and he from Anas 
bin Malik and be from Abdullah bin Masud Radiallahu 
Anhumand lu* from Rasiilullah v-. This isom academic link 
right up to Rasfll ll 11 fill M 
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Our spiritual links 

People of other parties claim that the Khanqahs are in their 
hands. To that I respond: “Wilayat (spirituality and 
sainthood) is also in our hands. Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi acquired Wilayat (spiritual guidance) from Haji 
Imdadullah and he from Mianji Nur Muhammad and he 
from Shaikh Abdul-Bari and he from Shaikh Abdur-Rahim 
and he from Shaikh Abdul-Hadi and he from Shaikh Izzud- 
Din and he from Shaikh Abdul-Quddus and he from Shaikh 
Abdul-Haq Rotalwi and he from Shaikh Jalalud-Din 
Thanesri and he from Khwajah Alaud-Din Sabir Kaleri and 
he from Baba Farid Ganj Shakar and he from Khwajah Ali 
Ajmeri and he from Khwajah Muinud-Din Chisti and he 
from Sultan Khudara Basri and he from Fudail bin Iyad and 
he from Hasan Basri ( Rahmatulldhi alaih) m and he from Hadrat 
Ali Murtada Radiallahu Anhu and he from Rasulullah 0. 
We are proud of our spiritual order reaching right up to 
Rasulullah 0. 

You must have heard the poetry compiled in honour of 
Rasulullah ^by other poets. However, the words compiled 
by our Pir, Hadrat Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaih ) are unique in 
their nature. (Let us examine the poems written by other 
poets first.) 

Habib the poet says: 
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M«* r*<4 •/■ i' **j flit' . tLi* 4sir ott’ ^i 

. 'Ll . U . fL Lp: t Lj\ .vjvr*/f fititt :ti tit U rtlft'ti t*t i >t t *di* fit 

Ji>lr nf *ij I i f'ihttt*x>t\,xd 

. 7.1 J ft /&<• lbwef **j'tin' pituO’W ftt (hi.' if ht f !*•> itthr.i f! 
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ethin*> r;ither 


sirange. He says: 

“U'ifh (L iJi LuA ‘*f. iLJuf.'rt- . tL ,r»JJL> *.<U LJit '> C^ulut. 

. Jin' Ltxf t'uwryt'dtiw Jixthxtsff hwardf 

Friends! Zafar Ali Khan says: 

. V ttu\ vir txL'riuy td i/tf/ftfti fli jttdixndi). ■ ^ >ttn htffixU* ih, , /^rth \*j(/*.• ) Jtthx 

. ) *Jvi d?iwh(hdll’ Ifi’irt* ttj*tL i* iCjiV !If , dtu>t I •*.•!■»/ •r/li/.’-Vary/i.'^ tthx*xt(. ttttX ly f/«‘ iMm 1 

/*i<<^.-'.y i/ii' i/r/i it.*/.' 


Zafar Ali Khan also said: 


. .i/jji* of tL.- tW.xfl*nt i (‘Lli’h fttif Lrtdtt'w xtixi ///i' i<f/s'^ i/Ii/^m'.V-. 
Ms* 4l'j^</yi'l.\ I' r/.l A* ? liyht if *f*><*.. 


Many poets have compiled poetry in honour of Rasulullah 
blit Maulana Qasini Nanotwi'scompilation is matchless. 
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He savs: 


. lit s' rt* nri' tit <t tt "ut tnf.y ft^ It tt^ts' I <* ml *t \fi(rttfitttt > LtiL 4jr*fti*A ft ft jit* i.l fltttt Tittj itfttTtv 

It' x'ttff.'ult*dUTfttttUf.it titi' i Ittfj.y t>^ II ItxJituxL. 

Hadrai Kanoiwi s poem is worth deep contemplation. 1 will 
place all the rest of the poems oil one end and Hadiat 
Nanotwi s poetry on the other end. He says: 

. lr**u\ th*' / \><r vf (ft* 1 . /'Iftruyiiy .■ will. . Ht*' jirst tiit/y tv I>t r iww/i*/ vcr.i tl\? 

**f I1 jtt hit m ftnt<.l 

*)u*l j,tvttti titi I tftftit* ^itfttt t lifjltt ICiiA r*>Tji ii>. I Lul fit til tiff* f*Tttirt* •fitfffff.y.y L,*ii>ttif/t*fl 

. lit' r.i 1/ltL •MttUttl eittd *flt*ttxd iMi / VI,L .It / 1 Nil / MdJ L. thf'Jjj ttht\t 

VUJ{« ■it Ut'Wt'd). 

. *ifiitt,t/fft It* IftlA Ititffti rtiiAttfl .-i-r il, tL >J Ttif*{f**rt*t I. Itt 1 'JL fttttl •ftytlfttii r.i 
li'tttnLtrxjfi'SS. 

Jlij iy xJ Lftvtl'rit'JJ ttttJ lit iftt'** 4 'Mx*>h 1 l*y*Htd •*•* * t t*ttiftrt'lu r tf.ii*w. 

S. r .*r: f L„,L. f'rt'fftt'flitt iltt* ttttirt*r t*> IfttX Itt't'tt t*ttfL**(ft aLvs/ *i -it ft Iti > ttts'rt ly. 


In regards to the intercession of Rasulu!lab he says: 

f ) if^tt.U Ttt 1 | f Ifttj vlttttflxl Its • tjnt*t'f'if si Itfttti tits* fltry ft^ r*'$ttrrt*i i\tt*t f 

JL J.< tttif JfUJ.lJ.V tthd wi ly fjtlij.t. 

.Jti K'ftv J«* tifft fjtttwmt lnt.\ it't'u A'.it<*l*(i.*It'J ctuJ it % . Istwf!\xr ItvXA It ' 




Shaikhul-lslam in Madinah Munawwarah 


Let us study the life of Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani 
(Rahmatulldhi alaih ). He taught Hadith for eighteen years near 
the Rawdah (tomb) at Madinah Munawwarah. He was the 
man who used the hair of his beard to sweep the area around 
the Rawdah. He was the man who used to pick up the melon 
peels disposed off on the streets of Madinah, soak them in 
water and consume them and say: “This act is sufficient for 
my deliverance (from the fire of hell).” 

The same Husain Ahmad Madani who taught Hadith for 
eighteen years was arrested together with his Ustad 
Shaikhul-Hind (Rahmatulldhi alaih ) for taking part in the 
‘movement of the silk-shawls’. As he was being led away 
from the Rawdah, he burst out crying and said: 


(aij the Scenery oj(jour l^au’dah remain shinincj, may the grate oj- your j^awdah 


ay ive also le aivarded the devotion ofJL /^.arr and may we Le Le6towed wi th 


f. ' A f 


ama. 
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Shaikhul-Hind and his students’ 
academic feats 

Maulana Muhammad Qasim Nanotwi established Darul 
Ulum Deoband on the 30 May 1866. The first Ustad to be 
appointed at this institute was Mulla Mahmudul-Hasan and 
the name of the first student to study under him was also 
Mahmudul-Hasan. This student studied under his Ustad, 
Mulla Mahmudul-Hasan and also acquired Ilm from 
Maulana Qasim Nanotwi (Rahmatulldhi alaih). Mahmudul- 
Hasan who came as a student turned out to become one of 
the leading figures in Indian history and also in the 
movement for the freedom of India. The same student, 
Mahmudul-Hasan is referred to as Shaikhul-Hind 
(Rahmatulldhi alaih). He is also referred to as one of the 
founders of the greatest movements in India. (A reference to 
the movement launched by the Muslims against British 
colonialists.) 

Amongst his students, there were people like Maulana 
Ashraf Ali Thanwi ( Rahmatulldhi alaih) who was an author of 
a thousand books. One of the students of Shaikhul-Hind was 
Maulana Ubaidullah Sindhi whom the British exiled (to the 
Andaman Islands) for twenty five years. When he left the 
country, his beard had just started growing and when he 
returned after 25 years, his beard had already turned white. 
One of the students of Shaikhul-Hind was Mufti 
Kifayatullah Dehlawi (Rahmatulldhi alaih). When his Fatwas 
were presented to the Ulama of Egypt, they submitted: “We 
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haven’t come across an Alim of this calibre anywhere in the 
world.” Amongst his students was Maulana Anwar Shah 
Kashmiri (Rahmatulldhi aluih) who wrote a commentary on 
Bukhari Sharif. Today this commentary is being printed 
under the auspices of the Saudi government. They say that 
nobody else has compiled an Arabic commentary on 
Bukhari of such prominence. 

One of Shaikhul-Hind’s students was Maulana Muhammad 
Ilyas (Rahmatulldhi alaih), the founder of the Tabligh Jamat. 
Friends! He was a short and frail man. He was very humble 
and down to earth. When he first took the message of the 
Tabligh Jamat to Panipat, the residents of Panipat smacked 
him a few times. As a result he fell unconscious to the 
ground. Upon regaining consciousness, he told the people: 
“You will have to go to the Masjid once and listen to the 
sayings of Nabi M.” 

Why was he beaten and smacked? He was not beaten 
because he was weak. He was beaten because Rasulullah S 
was beaten in Taif. He was beaten because Rasulullah S 
was also beaten in the streets of Makkah. If Rasulullah S 
was not beaten in Makkah, by Allah, Ilyas wouldn’t have 
been beaten either. He was very devoted to the Sunnah path. 
All our predecessors were very staunch followers of the 
Sunnah. 
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The funeral of Shaikhul-Hind 

Maulana Shaikhul-Hind Mahmudul-Hasan passed away in 
1921 at Delhi at the home of one of his Murids, Hakim 
Ajmal Khan, a very famous Hakim. His body was brought 
over from there to Deoband. When he was placed on the 
Ghusal-board for Ghusal and his clothing was removed, the 
people saw practically no flesh on his waist and back. He 
was only skin and bones. They all burst out crying. 

When Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani, who was teaching 
Hadith in Calcutta at that time, came to Deoband, the people 
informed him of Hadrat Shaikhul-Hind’s condition. They 
told him that Hadrat had no flesh on his body, only skin and 
bones. He also burst out crying and said: “Shaikhul-Hind 
asked me not to divulge this secret. When Hadrat, my Ustad, 
was taken as prisoner to Malta, the British officer used to 
take him to one of the dungeons where he would brand his 
back with hot iron-rods and demand: “Mahmudul-Hasan! 
Issue a Fatwa in favour of the English!” He would continue 
subjecting him to this cruel punishment until Hadrat would 
fall unconscious. When he would come to his senses, he 
would say: “Englishman! Even if I am emaciated, no 
problem. I am an heir to Bilal Radiallahu Anhu. Even if my 
skin is peeled off my body, I will not issue a Fatwa in your 
favour.” This was the spirit of their Ishq (ardent love and 
devotion) for Rasulullah 0. 


One of the students of Shaikhul-Hind was the founder of the 
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Tablighi movement, Maulana Muhammad Ilyas (Rahmatulldhi 
alaih). His Tablighi lamaat has today reached 165 countries 
throughout the world. Who could prevent him from his 
work? Great people are actively involved in this mission 
although some others had endeavoured to put a stop to it. 
Great personalities have established this movement and 
nobody can prevent this movement from forging ahead. This 
Jamaat has left from Karachi and went up to Hyderabad and 
back. Nevertheless, this is a long story. Nobody is able to 
prevent the people of truth spreading the true message. 

Maulana Shabbir Ahmad 'Uthmani 

One of the students of Shaikhul-Hind (Rahmatulldhi alaih) was 
Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani (Rahmatulldhi alaih). Some 
people are of the opinion that the Ulama of Deoband 
opposed the formation of Pakistan. I will explain this later 
on. Your vision is only limited to opposition and hostility. 
Your vision does not go beyond this to the compliance of 
the Ulama of Deoband. Don’t you realize that if Allamah 
Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani did not support Qaide-Azam (the 
great leader - the title awarded to the founder of Pakistan, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah) the formation of Pakistan wouldn’t 
have come about. If Shaikhul-Islam Allamah Shabbir 
Ahmad Uthmani did not go to Salhat and lecture the people, 
if he did not go about the sub-continent with Qaide-Azam, 
the formation of Pakisatn would have still been a dream. 

Friends! Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi who was a patron of 
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Darul Ulum Deoband also supported Pakistan. Shaikhul- 
Islam Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani who was a 
Shaikhul-Hadith at Darul Ulum Deoband also supported its 
formation. Mufti Azizur-Rahman who was a Mufti at Darul 
Ulum Deoband was also a supporter of Pakistan. Maulana 
Zafar Ali Uthmani who was a Shaikh of Tafsir at Darul 
Ulum Deoband also supported Pakistan. At the formation of 
Pakistan, the Pakistani flag was hoisted for the first time in 
Lahore by Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani and in Dacca 
by Maulana Zafar Uthmani (Rahmatulldhi alaihma). When the 
first legislative assembly was formed in Pakistan, Allamah 
Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani was elected the head of this 
assembly. When Qaide Azam passed away, his Janazah 
Salah was performed by Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani 

(Rahmatullahi alaih). 


Friends! All these things are not visible to you? Only the 
opposition of the Ulama of Darul Ulum Deoband is visible 
to you? As far as I am concerned, if the Ulama of Deoband 
did not support Qaide Azam, the formation of Pakistan 
wouldn’t have come about. Nevertheless, there is some other 
point which I respectfully wish to draw your attention 
towards. Before the formation of Pakistan, there were some 
Ulama who were opposed to partition. We are not grieved 
nor agitated with this view as this was merely a difference 
of opinion. All they had differed in was how Pakistan should 
be formed. They argued that Pakistan should be formed in 
this manner and not in this manner. Such difference of 
opinion does not constitute treachery. I would require a lot 



of time to explain to you what actual treachery is. 

The objective of the formation of 
Pakistan 

Those who opposed the partition merely opposed the 
method of partition. Maulana Abul-Kalam Azad also 
opposed the method of formation. Maulana Husain Ahmad 
Madani also differed in its formation saying that religiously- 
inclined people should lead the country so that the 
requirements of the Kalimah are implemented. So the person 
opposing the method of formation is not treacherous as 
some people claim. 

Treacherous are the other groups of people. Friends! 36 
years ago, prior to the formation of Pakistan, the people 
were shouting slogans of forming an Islamic government. 36 
years have passed. After the death of Qaide Azam, those 
who have torn the Kalimah Tayyibah to shreds, those who 
make a mockery of Khatme-Nubuwwat, those who allowed 
these anti Khatme-Nubuwwat scoundrels to flourish in this 
country, those capitalists landlords, those Anglophiles who 
were bought off by the English with land, those English 
landlords who have exercised total control over this country 
for the last 36 years, they are the treacherous ones in actual 
fact. 

A difference of opinion is not treachery. Yes, an opposition 
to the ideology is the greatest form of treachery. The Ulama 
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only differed in their opinions. You have been shouting out 
slogans in favour of this ideology but today, after 36 years, 
you were unable to promulgate this ideology in this country. 
What, are you the most treacherous in this country? The 
people who are unable to institute this (Islamic) ideology are 
deceiving the masses of this country and those who deceive 
the masses are the most treacherous people. 

Another ill-fated destiny of this country is that after the 
establishment of Pakistan, a number of voluminous books 
have been compiled on the movement for the formation of 
Pakistan. These books provide detailed explanations of the 
feats of some of the people who took part in the movement. 
Some of them earned the title of Shah whilst some of them 
the title of Bahadur etc. So and so used to do this and so and 
so was very close to Qaide Azam and a host of other feats 
are mentioned in these books. Qaide Azam has left this 
world and it was his ardent desire to make this an Islamic 
state. We do have sufficient proof to substantiate this claim. 
Nevertheless, friends! This is something we have to 
understand. After the death of Qaide Azam, people have 
messed around with the honour and dignity of this country. 
They have ruined this country. An unconscionable editor of 
a certain newspaper in Lahore, is also one of the culprits. I 
have challenged him right there in Lahore and in other parts 
of the country as well. I said to him: “You regard yourself as 
one of the leaders of this country. Who is more treacherous 
than you are? You are an editor without any conscience. For 
the last 36 years you have been instrumental in raining the 
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moral fibre of this country. You have accommodated 
explicit pictures of women and film stars in your newspaper. 
You have paid homage to dancers and actors who are largely 
responsible for vilifying Islam! In order to boost circulation 
of your newspaper, you have complimented your newspaper 
with pictures of immodestly-dressed women!” 

This group who accuses the others of treachery is the most 
treacherous group in this country. They are the feudal lords 
of this country. The Ulama made great sacrifices even 
before the formation of this country. They were even exiled 
from the subcontinent. In order to institute the ideologies of 
this country, in 1962 Mufti Mahmud presented the law of 
the Quran before the legislative assembly. The Ulama were 
sincere in the ideology supporting the formation of Pakistan. 
The Ulama were sincere in their efforts behind this country. 
They were sincere and they are still sincere. 

Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani had opposed the formation 
of Pakistan due to a difference of opinion on just one of the 
issues. You, the editor, regard yourself as one of the leading 
personalities of this country. What did you achieve in the 
last 36 years? You consider the sacrifices of Husain Ahmad 
Madani to be of no significance? By Allah! You will not be 
able to match the dust of his shoes! A man who taught 
Hadith for 18 years near the Rawdah at Madinah 
Munawwarah. A man who produced 165 Khalifahs (spiritual 
successors). A man whose students number more than forty 
thousand Ulama. Just imagine, forty thousand Ulama! This 





is not an insignificant number. 
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Maulana Madani before an English court 

The same Husain Ahmad Madani who, in 1926, was brought 
before an English judge at Beina hall in Karachi and asked: 
“Husain Ahmad! Did you issue a Fatwa prohibiting the 
Muslims from enlisting in the army?” He replied: “Not only 
did I issue that Fatwa in the past, the same Fatwa is still 
currently applicable.” 

Muhammad Ali Jawhar was also present at this hearing. 
May Allah Sf shower his grave with countless showers of 
mercy. This Muhammad Ali Jawhar wouldn’t have turned 
out as a Jawhar (gem) if he was not favoured with the 
spiritual company of Shaikhul-Hind (Rahmatuiidhi aiaih). By 
Allah! This Muhammad Ali Jawhar, imbued with the spirit 
of Shaikhul-Hind went to England and for up to fourteen 
hours at a time, he used to lecture in English. He used to 
say: “I would never go to a country which is a slave to 
another. When I die, don’t bury me in a slave country.” He 
passed away in England and, in accordance to his wishes, he 
was buried in Jerusalem. 

Nonetheless, Muhammad Ali Jawhar was also present at this 
hearing in Beina hall. When Maulana Husain Ahmad 
Madani reiterated his Fatwa on the prohibition of enlisting 
in the army, Muhammad Ali Jawhar held the knees of 
Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani and begged: “For Allah’s 
sake, change your views.” Maulana replied: “Muhammad 
Ali Jawhar! If 1 changed my views today, by Allah, the Iman 



of the people will also change! Today I am unable to change 
my views.” He then left the hall. 

Friends! Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani was now 
confronted with another problem. Threatened with 
assassination, he was prohibited by the British to lecture in 
public. In the Khilafat conference held in Karachi, despite 
the people’s insistence that he would not appear on stage, he 
appeared on stage with his Kafan under his arm. About nine 
hundred thousand people had gathered for this conference. 
The English cannons were stationed all around the 
conference area. As Maulana appeared on the stage, he 
addressed the English in the following poem where he 
symbolises their cannons with nightingales and their 
cannon-shells with roses. He says: 

LLLjLe nujllincjtf Le LearS a rose petaiin its LeaL. 

As he uttered these words, it has been recorded that the 
crowd burst out shouting slogans for the next half hour. The 
rest of the poem is as follows: 


'Lle ui^LtiUfjale Lears a roSe-petaiin its LeaL. 
WL ere to iff the cjraue ojL the proud martijr Le7 
Me addressed the ddn^ilsh further' on: 
n tjapd uS not aS toijS and destroy uS, 

We am also the cm at ion oj Some beLn^. 
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Mauldnd Madani is banished to Malta 


These were great people who confronted the British here in 
this subcontinent- Maulana spent lour years in a Maltese 
prison. Look ai the steadfastness of this man. During the 
course of these lour years, nineteen members of his 
household had passed assay (probably murdered). When he 
eventually receives a letter informing him of the death of 

✓ V 

t h e se n i ne te e ii fain i 1 y mem bei s, in ste ad o f wee p i ng. he st arts 
to pen something, llis friends got a chance to see what he 
had written. He wrote a poem to his lather in these words: 
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On die second occasion, when he is iiifortned that die 
remaining family members are murdered as a form of 
punishment for his unwavering stance against the British, he 
svrites another letter wherein he says: 
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O you who vilify him! How can you unleash your abuse 
against such a personality? Maulana Ahmad Lahori used to 
submit: “Ahmad’s head does not contain that which Husain 
Ahmad’s shoes contain.” 

Friends! Professor Yusuf Salim Chisti who is still in Lahore 
today says: “All my life I used to verbally abuse Maulana 
Husain Ahmad Madani but when West Pakistan was 
formed, I recalled one of his advices. He advised the people, 
‘Don’t divide Pakistan into two separate parts. Form a 
unified country.” The same professor Yusuf Salim Chisti 
went to the grave of Maulana Madani at Deoband and whilst 
crying bitterly, he lamented: “Husain Ahmad! Your 
foresight turned out to be true. Alas! Alas!” 

Maulana Ahmad Lahori’s son, Maulana Ubaidullah once 
came to Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri (RahmatulMhi aluih) 
and submitted: “Inform me of how my sin of verbally 
abusing Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani can be forgiven.” 

Nonetheless, Friends! These were personalities of a very 
lofty status. Nowadays, many people whose knowledge is 
confined to the four walls of the colleges and universities 
and who are ill-acquainted with history have a tendency to 
verbally abuse Maulana Madani (RahmatulMhi alciih). Reading 
a few books and listening to a few critiques incites them to 
be critical of him. How strange? There is no doubt that the 
annals of this subcontinent’s history has failed to reproduce 
another man like him. A man who fought the British in 
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India, a man who was a king of religious education, a man 
who was an illuminated seal of spiritual knowledge. The 
Muslim world should be proud of this outstanding freedom- 
fighter. 

The lofty status of Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad 

Those who verbally abuse Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
should also rectify their error. 

O you who are critical of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad! You 
regard a man who had a difference of opinion over the 
formation of Pakistan as a traitor? Why don’t you regard as 
treacherous those people who surrendered to the British? 
Why don’t you criticise those who licked the shoes of the 
British? Why don’t you vilify those who sold themselves 
over to the British in exchange of a few acres of land? Abul 
Kalam Azad was never a traitor! On the basis of a few 
differences he had over the formation of Pakistan, you are 
hurling false accusations against him? You have overlooked 
the sterling Tafsir he has compiled of the Holy Quran! By 
Allah! His monthly journal, Al-Hilal, had driven a spirit of 
freedom into the people like no other journal did. 

The same Abul Kalam Azad who was imprisoned in Ranchi 
jail by the British colonialists. After three years in prison, 
his wife passed away. The British court sent a release 
warrant to the warder authorising his release for a period of 
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three days only. Maulana Azad responded by scrolling at the 
back of the warrant: "O you British! I am not prepared to 
accept your release warrant. Tomorrow on the day of 
judgement, I will meet my wife. Leave me alone.” 

Once somebody had sent him a gift of ten thousand rupees 
in recognition of his endeavours against the British. He sent 
it back saying: “Aren’t you ashamed of yourself? You wish 
to purchase my pen with this money? No power in the world 
can purchase the pen of Abul Kalam!” 

Friends! Many journalists and unscrupulous editors here in 
Pakistan are very eager to embellish their own writings by 
being critical of the writings of Abul Kalam Azad. They 
should realize that he was Abul Kalam (literally, father of 
speech). When Shorish Kashmiri went to Maulana Azad’s 
grave after his death, he uttered the following lines of 
poetry: 


1 AUWl at a stranqe Scene ofthe 


ge Scene oj lhe hereafter this is; tl ere is ashh ftearsj bat no 

_d}sblgi fbelouedj. 

Splendour oj the earth has disappeared aS the horizon lachs the openly 
affectionate guide. 

jhim o Is unwilling to be Sacrificed over your death and Separation. 
d)~ am still unconvinced of your Sudden death. 

dl thlnh to my Self that where Is tl e man with multiple Intellects. 

Zlhe magnanimity of the pen haS been plundered and the power of the tongue haS 
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He later repeated these verses tr> Ataulloh Shah Bukhar 
took pleasure in these lines and added: 
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The end 
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